LESSON 14. – April 6, 1889.
FREE-WILL OFFERINGS

1. WHILE Moses was in the mount, what did God tell him to say to the children of Israel? Ex. 25: 1, 2.




2. Of what was their offering to consist? Verses 3-7.




3. What were these offerings for? Verse 8.




4. Who only were to bring an offering? Verse 2; Ex. 35:5, 21.




5. What sort of things did they bring? Ex. 35: 22-24.




6. How did they come to have so many valuable things? Ex. 12: 35, 36.




7. What did the women do?  Ex. 35: 25, 26.




8. What kind of service was all this? Verse 29.
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9. How are we exhorted to give? 2 Cor. 9: 7.




1o. What kind of a giver does God love?—Ib.




11. Cite another instance where the people offered willingly to the cause of God? I Chron. 29: 6-8.




12. How was it that the people were enabled to give so willingly? Verse 9.




13. Is there danger of coming to poverty through generous giving to the cause of God? Prov. II : 24, 25.




14. What is God able to do? 2 Cor. 9: 8, II. 




15. How is this? Ps. 24: I; 50: 10-12; Haggai 2: 8.




16. Then when people make offerings to God, whose property do they give? 1 Chron. 29: 14-16.




17. What was the result when the people gave with a willing heart? Ex. 36: 4, 5.







18. What proclamation had to be made? Verses 6, 7.




19. How many have known of such an instance in the history of the cause?




20. Is there in this record any lesson for us?








NOTES:
IN his second epistle to the Corinthians, the apostle Paul makes the grace of Christ the grand spring of all Christian giving. Giving that is prompted by anything else is not Christian giving. As an incentive for them to give liberally, the apostle said: " For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich." 2 Cor. 8: 9. The plan of salvation begins and ends in a gift. "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3: 16. Christ " gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works." Titus 2: 14. And when the work of redemption shall have been completed, the saints will share a glorious immortality as the free gift of God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. This consideration should incite to prompt and cheerful giving. Indeed, it will lead to such giving, on the part of every soul who feels the worth of the Saviour's love. Surely it is a slight thing to give the temporal riches which come from God in the first place, and belong to him, when he so freely gives to us eternal, riches: "The riches of his grace" is an expression often used by the apostle Paul. But the grace of God is a gift, and consists wholly in giving; we are exhorted to be "good stewards of the manifold grace of God." 1 Peter 4: 10. The spirit of willingness to give is a grace, and a manifestation of the grace of God. See 2 Cor. 8: 4-7. A converted church must be a liberal church. A revival that does not increase the contributions of a church, is not the right kind of a revival; for those who, like the brethren in Macedonia, first give themselves to the Lord, will, like them, abound in liberality, even in deep poverty. See 2 Cor. 8 :1-5. This is further proved by the experience of the people in the time of Hezekiah. See 2 Chron. 3o and 31, comparing especially chapter 3o : 18-2o and 3I : 4-I I.


Ellen White Notes Compiled:
Chap. 30 - The Tabernacle and Its Services (Part 1)
     The command was communicated to Moses while in the mount with God, "Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them;" and full directions were given for the construction of the tabernacle. By their apostasy the Israelites forfeited the blessing of the divine Presence, and for the time rendered impossible the erection of a sanctuary for God among them. But after they were again taken into favor with Heaven, the great leader proceeded to execute the divine command.  {PP 343.1}  
     Chosen men were especially endowed by God with skill and wisdom for the construction of the sacred building. God Himself gave to Moses the plan of that structure, with particular directions as to its size and form, the materials to be employed, and every article of furniture which it was to contain. The holy places made with hands were to be "figures of the true," "patterns of things in the heavens" (Hebrews 9:24, 23)--a miniature representation of the heavenly temple where Christ, our great High Priest, after offering His life as a sacrifice, was to minister in the sinner's behalf. God presented before Moses in the mount a view of the heavenly sanctuary, and commanded him to make all things according to the pattern shown him. All these directions were carefully recorded by Moses, who communicated them to the leaders of the people.  {PP 343.2} 
     For the building of the sanctuary great and expensive preparations were necessary; a large amount of the most precious and costly material was required; yet the Lord accepted only freewill offerings. "Of every man that giveth it willingly with his heart ye shall take My offering" was the divine command repeated by Moses to the congregation. Devotion to God and a spirit of sacrifice were the first requisites in preparing a dwelling place for the Most High.  {PP 343.3}  
     All the people responded with one accord. "They came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom his spirit made willing, and they brought the Lord's offering to the work of the tabernacle of the congregation, and for all His service, and for the holy garments. And they came, both men and women, as many as were willinghearted, and brought bracelets, and earrings, and rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold: and every man that offered, offered an offering of gold unto the Lord."  {PP 344.1}  
     "And every man with whom was found blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats' hair, and rams' skins dyed red, and sealskins, brought them. Everyone that did offer an offering of silver and brass brought the Lord's offering: and every man, with whom was found acacia wood for any work of the service, brought it.  {PP 344.2}  
     "And all the women that were wisehearted did spin with their hands, and brought that which they had spun, the blue, and the purple, the scarlet, and the fine linen. And all the women whose heart stirred them up in wisdom spun the goats' hair.  {PP 344.3}  
     "And the rulers brought the onyx stones, and the stones to be set, for the ephod, and for the breastplate; and the spice, and the oil; for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the sweet incense." Exodus 35:23-28, R.V.  {PP 344.4}  
     While the building of the sanctuary was in progress the people, old and young--men, women, and children--continued to bring their offerings, until those in charge of the work found that they had enough, and even more than could be used. And Moses caused to be proclaimed throughout the camp, "Let neither man nor woman make any more work for the offering of the sanctuary. So the people were restrained from bringing." The murmurings of the Israelites and the visitations of God's judgments because of their sins are recorded as a warning to after-generations. And their devotion, their zeal and liberality, are an example worthy of imitation. All who love the worship of God and prize the blessing of His sacred presence will manifest the same spirit of sacrifice in preparing a house where He may meet with them. They will desire to bring to the Lord an offering of the very best that they possess. A house built for God should not be left in debt, for He is thereby dishonored. An amount sufficient to accomplish the work should be freely given, that the workmen may be able to say, as did the builders of the tabernacle, "Bring no more offerings."  {PP 344.5}
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