LESSON 10. – December 7, 1889.
HEBREWS 6:9-18.
I. WHAT was the condition of the people to whom Paul wrote this letter?




2. In what words did he give them a most solemn warning? Heb. 6: 8.




3. How did he express his hope of them. Heb. 6:9.




4. For what did he commend them? Verse 10.




5. How does the Lord regard his erring people?—Ib. Rev. 3:19.




6. Does this give any warrant to presume on his mercy? Ps. 85:5-8; Num. 14: I 8, .19.




7. What was his desire in regard to them. Heb. 6:11.




8. What should the Christian not be? Verse 12.
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9. Whom should they follow?—Ib.




10. Who was most remarkable for faith and patience? Verse 13. Compare Rom. 4:16-22.




11. What did God say to Abraham? Heb. 6: 14.




12. What is the meaning of this form of promise: "Blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee"?—Ib. See note.




13. How greatly was his seed to be multiplied? Gen. 13:16; 15:5; 22:17.




14. Did he obtain the promise? Heb. 6: 15.




15. Did his seed become as numerous as the dust of the earth?




16. How, then, did he obtain the promise?
Ans.—After his long and patient waiting, he received the son in whom the promise was to be fulfilled. His faith embraced the promise in its fullness.




17. By whom do men swear? Verse 16.




18. Why did God swear by himself? Verse 13.




19. Would an oath by an inferior object be solemn, and expressive of obligation?




20. Of what is God willing that we should have full proof? Verse-17. Compare Mal. 3:10




21. Who proved the Lord, and were still unbelieving? Heb. 3:9, II, 19.




22. Have we not reason to believe that many are doing the same thing even in this day?




23. What two immutable things are referred to in Heb. 6 : 18 ?




24. To whom is this intended to give assurance? Verse 17.




25. Who have the privilege of laying hold of it? Verse 18.




26. Of what do we lay hold? – Ib. See note.







27. Where is this hope set? Verse 18.




28. Does hope ever look back to the past? See Rom. 8: 24.










NOTES. 
HEB. 6:14 is an intensive form of expression not uncommon in the Hebrew. It denotes certainty. Two instances are found in Genesis 2. Verse 16 reads: " Of every tree of the garden eating thou shalt eat." It is translated, Thou mayest freely eat." Verse 17 reads: "In the day that thou eatest thereof dying thou shalt die." Rendered, " Thou shalt surely die." These translations are literally correct, the words freely and surely representing the certainty contained in the form of the original. Again in Ex. 3: 7 the Lord said, " Seeing I have seen the affliction of my people." Stephen, quoting this (Acts 7: 34), expressed the intensive of the original by a repetition: " I have seen, I have seen the affliction of my people." And indeed duplication is another method of expressing intensiveness in the Hebrew, as "good good," for very good. Our version very correctly translates Ex. I:7, " I have surely seen."
As faith rests only on the word of God (Rom. 10: 17), so hope rests only on the promise of God. Where God has not spoken there can be no faith. There may be opinion, or conjecture, or strong feeling, and even much confidence, but no faith. So where there is no promise of God there may be feeling, and strong self-confidence, but no true hope. And a promise fulfilled is no longer a promise—it is a matter of the past. Hope can no longer rest upon it, " for hope that is seen is not hope." Once received, it is no longer hoped for. Losing sight of this evident truth many have been led to indulge false hopes. They will profess to hope in God, while there is not a promise within their reach. For all the promises of God rest on conditions, and if we neglect the conditions, we cannot rightfully claim the promises. Claiming God's promises without fulfilling their conditions is not an indication of faith but of presumption. But if indeed we have fled for refuge to Christ, and have laid hold upon the hope set before us, what a strong consolation we have in the sure promise of God confirmed by his oath, brought near by the blood and intercession of our high priest in the heavens!

Ellen White Notes Compiled:
#1	 The seed sown by the wayside represents the word of God as it falls upon the heart of an inattentive hearer. Like the hard-beaten path, trodden down by the feet of men and beasts, is the heart that becomes a highway for the world's traffic, its pleasures and sins. Absorbed in selfish aims and sinful indulgences, the soul is "hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." Hebrews 3:13. The spiritual faculties are paralyzed. Men hear the word, but understand it not. They do not discern that it applies to themselves. They do not realize their need or their danger. They do not perceive the love of Christ, and they pass by the message of His grace as something that does not concern them.  {COL 44.2}  

#2	No comment

#3	No comment

#4	"For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love, which ye have showed toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister. And we desire that every one of you do show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end; that ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises."  {ST, June 12, 1884 par. 1}  
     The Lord looks with approval upon the works of his faithful servants. He says of the church of Ephesus, "I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy patience;" for my name's sake thou "hast labored, and hast not fainted." But while he takes account of faithful service, he is no less exact to mark neglect of duty or its unwilling performance. It has always been the duty of God's chosen people to labor unselfishly; but some neglect the work they ought to do, and others are overburdened to make up for their deficiencies. If all would cheerfully do their part, they would be sustained; but those who complain and murmur at every step will receive neither help nor reward.  {ST, June 12, 1884 par. 2}

#5	"As many as I love I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent" (Revelation 3:19). The Lord reproves wrongs in His people, but is this an evidence that He has rejected them?--No. There are errors in the church, and the Lord points them out by His own ordained agencies, not always through the testimonies. Now shall we seize these reproofs and make capital of them, and say that God is not imparting to them His light and love?--No. The very work that God is trying to do for them shows that He loves them, and wants to draw them away from paths of danger.  {2SM 81.3}  

#6	should not obey the commandments merely to secure heaven, but to please Him who died to save sinners from the penalty of the transgression of the Father’s law. The sinner’s salvation depends upon . . . ceasing to transgress and obedience to that transgressed law. No one should venture or presume upon the mercy of God, feeling at liberty to sin as much as they dare. . . . It is a sad resolve to follow Christ as far off as possible, venturing as near the verge of perdition as possible without falling in.—Letter 35b, 1877. {CTr 77.6}

#7	(Same as #4)

#8	Many who might be fruitful in God's service become bent on acquiring wealth. Their whole energy is absorbed in business enterprises, and they feel obliged to neglect things of a spiritual nature. Thus they separate themselves from God. We are enjoined in the Scriptures to be "not slothful in business." Romans 12:11. We are to labor that we may impart to him who needs. Christians must work, they must engage in business, and they can do this without committing sin. But many become so absorbed in business that they have no time for prayer, no time for the study of the Bible, no time to seek and serve God. At times the longings of the soul go out for holiness and heaven; but there is no time to turn aside from the din of the world to listen to the majestic and authoritative utterances of the Spirit of God. The things of eternity are made subordinate, the things of the world supreme. It is impossible for the seed of the word to bring forth fruit; for the life of the soul is given to nourish the thorns of worldliness.  {COL 51.3}  

#9	Same as #4

#10	No comment

#11	It was for the accomplishment of this purpose that God called Abraham out from his idolatrous kindred and bade him dwell in the land of Canaan. "I will make of thee a great nation," He said, "and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing." Genesis 12:2.  {COL 286.2}  

#12	No comment

#13	No comment

#14	No comment

#15	No comment

#16	Even now he did not murmur against God, but strengthened his soul by dwelling upon the evidences of the Lord's goodness and faithfulness. This son had been unexpectedly given; and had not He who bestowed the precious gift a right to recall His own? Then faith repeated the promise, "In Isaac shall thy seed be called"--a seed numberless as the grains of sand upon the shore. Isaac was the child of a miracle, and could not the power that gave him life restore it? Looking beyond that which was seen, Abraham grasped the divine word, "accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead." Hebrews 11:19.  {PP 151.4}

#17	No comment

#18	No comment

#19	No comment

#20	"Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely." Why do we not come to Him who has  promised? His word is pledged. "The mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but his kindness shall not depart from his people, neither shall the covenant of his peace be removed." His voice is heard, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love." "With everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee."  How amazing is this love, that God condescends to remove all cause for doubt and questioning from human fears and weakness, and takes hold of the trembling hand reached up to him in faith; and he helps us to trust him by multiplied assurances and securities. He has made us a binding agreement upon condition of our obedience, and he comes to meet us in our own understanding of things. We think that a pledge or promise from our fellow men, if recorded, still needs a guarantee. Jesus has met all these peculiar fears, and he has confirmed his promise with an oath: "Wherein God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us." Hebrews 6:17, 18.  {RH, April 5, 1887 par. 12}  

#21	The apostle admonishes, "Today if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: when your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do always err in their heart; and they have not known my ways. So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest." Now comes the warning of the apostle, sounding down along the lines to our time: "Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called today; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end."  {RH, October 21, 1890 par. 5}

#22	"Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, Today, if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness: when your fathers tempted Me, proved Me, and saw My works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in their heart; and they have not known My ways. So I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.) Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is called Today; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." [Hebrews 3:7-13].  {13MR 379.3}  
     Bear this in mind. History is being repeated. The perils that God's people encountered in past ages, they will encounter again, intensified. Satan has obtained influence over men whom God has honored above all human intelligence, as He honored Solomon.  {13MR 380.1}  

#23	In Christ our hope of eternal life is centered. Of this Paul declares:--  {BEcho, September 24, 1900 par. 3}  
     God, willing more abundantly to show unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us, which hope we have as an anchor to the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which entereth unto that within the veil, whither the forerunner is for us entered. Hebrews 6:17-20.  {BEcho, September 24, 1900 par. 4}  
     The hope set before us,--what is it?--The hope of eternal life. Nothing short of this will satisfy the Redeemer, and it is our part to lay hold of this hope by living faith in Him. If we are partakers with Him in His sufferings, we shall be partakers with Him in the glory which will be His; for His merits have purchased forgiveness and immortality for every sinful, perishing soul. "This hope we have as an anchor to the soul, both sure and steadfast. Our trust in this hope, purchased for us by the atonement and intercession of Christ, is to keep us steadfast and unmoveable in every hour of conflict. With such a hope as this before us, shall we allow Satan to cast his shadow across our pathway, to eclipse our view of the future?  {BEcho, September 24, 1900 par. 5}

#24	No comment

#25	No comment

#26	No comment

#27	We need now to take heed to ourselves. Warnings have been given. Can we not see the fulfillment of the predictions made by Christ and recorded in the twenty-first chapter of Luke? How many are studying the words of Christ? How many are deceiving their own souls and cheating themselves out of the blessings that others might secure if they would believe and obey? Probation still lingers, and it is our privilege to lay hold of the hope set before us in the gospel. Let us repent and be converted and forsake our sins, that they may be blotted out. "Heaven and earth shall pass away: but My words shall not pass away. And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man." Luke 21:33-36.  {9T 268.2}  

#28	Your experience should not be ten, twenty, or thirty years old, but you should have a daily, living experience, that you may be able to give to each his portion of meat in due season. Look forward, not backward. Never be obliged to tug at your memory in order to relate some past experience. What does that amount to today to you or to others? While you treasure all that is good in your past experience, you want a brighter, fresher experience as you pass along. Do not boast of what you have done in the past, but show what you can do now. Let your works and not your words praise you. Prove the promise of God that "those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing; to shew that the Lord is upright: he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him" (Psalm 92:13-15). Keep your heart and mind young by continuous exercise.--The Review and Herald, April 6, 1886.  {2SM 221.2}
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