LESSON 13. – December 28, 1889.
HEBREWS 7: 15-26.
I. To whom was the priesthood given in the law of Moses?




2. How strict was the law on this subject?




3. How, then, could Christ become a priest?




4. How were the first priests said to be made? Heb. 7: 16.




5. What is meant by a carnal commandment? See notes.




6. How was Christ made a priest?—Ib.




7. Why was the former commandment disannulled? Verse 18




8. Why was it unprofitable? Verse 19, first part.







9. What was brought in when that was disannulled? Verse 19. See note.




10. How did the Father declare the priesthood of his Son? Verses 20, 21.




11. What did this indicate? 
Ans.—The oath of God, from which he would not turn, indicated the honor and dignity of the priesthood of Christ, to show which is, indeed, the object of this entire chapter.




12. Of what did he become surety? Verse 22.




13. What is meant by his becoming surety of a covenant? See note.




14. Why were there many priests under the old covenant? Verse 23.




15. Why is the priesthood of Christ perpetual? Verse 24. Perpetual, not transferred from one to another, gives a better idea of the fact stated than the word unchangeable.




16. What further assurance does this give to us? Verse 25. See note.







17. How is it that such a high priest became us? Verse 26. This means that he is a high priest in every way suited or fitted to our wants. The Aaronic priests could not meet our necessities— could not take away sin.




18. What is the character of our high priest?—lb.




19. Did any of the Levitical priests resemble him in this respect? 
Ans.—The laws concerning the purity, in both person and character, of the high priest, were very strict. But no man ever bore the character here described.




20. What is meant by his being higher than the heavens? See Eph. 1 : 18, 22; I Peter 3:22.











NOTES. 
CARNAL means fleshly; a carnal commandment means a commandment pertaining to the flesh. Carnal does not always nor necessarily mean sinful or evil. The Levitical system was not spiritual; perfection was not by nor in it. The word seems here to have reference to the frailty and mutability of mortal priests. This is rendered quite certain by the contrast: They were made priests by a carnal commandment; he after the power of an endless life.
OF course the commandment that is disannulled is the same as the law of Heb. 7: 12. There was a disannulling of the entire ecclesiastical law of that dispensation, of which the priesthood was the center. Verse 19 is obscured by the common rendering. The first clause should certainly be in parentheses. " For there was verily a disannulling of the preceding commandment, for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof (for the law made nothing perfect), but [there was] the bringing in of a better hope by which we draw nigh unto God." The actual contrast in the passage is destroyed by the introduction of the word " did," in our version. There was a disannulling of the one and there was a bringing in of the other. The first made nothing perfect—by the second we draw nigh unto God. The first had to be taken away, that the second might have place. There is a force to the expression "by which we draw nigh unto God," that is generally overlooked. Thus it is said that Moses drew nigh unto God, while the people stood afar off. Ex. 20: 2 I ; 24: I. And so the priests drew nigh unto God in his sanctuary, even into his presence, but it was death to the people to come near. But under the intercession of our high priest we are all said to draw nigh unto God. See the same contrast presented in 2 Cor. 3: 12-18. What gracious privileges are conferred through the gospel of Christ.
BECOMING the surety of the covenant is a strange expression; such an idea is nowhere else found in the Scriptures. Jesus is not only the mediator of the better covenant, but he becomes surety—he seems to assume the responsibility of seeing that the object of the covenant shall be accomplished. This is an additional assurance to those who place their cases in his hands. But in this word, or in this transaction, there is no room given for presumption. It may not be said, I will do nothing, or, I have nothing to do; Jesus is my surety, and he will do all in my behalf. In any transaction no one would become surety for another who made no effort to be just: The first covenant had no surety, for the priests could not insure perfection, either in obedience, or by virtue of their offerings. How great reason have we to be thankful, for, with such a high priest as we have, there can be no failure in this covenant, unless it be through our own neglect or willfulness.
BECAUSE Christ has unending life and a perpetual priesthood, he is able to save completely—to the uttermost—them that come to him. No case can be forgotten or neglected in the transfer of office from one to another, or by reason of the infirmity and inefficiency of the advocate. Everything connected with his priesthood is calculated to give encouragement and assurance to those who put their trust in him.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Ellen White Notes Compiled:
#1	By divine direction the tribe of Levi was set apart for the service of the sanctuary. In the earliest times every man was the priest of his own household. In the days of Abraham the priesthood was regarded as the birthright of the eldest son. Now, instead of the first-born of all Israel, the Lord accepted the tribe of Levi for the work of the sanctuary. By this signal honor He manifested His approval of their fidelity, both in adhering to His service and in executing His judgments when Israel apostatized in the worship of the golden calf. The priesthood, however, was restricted to the family of Aaron. Aaron and his sons alone were permitted to minister before the Lord; the rest of the tribe were entrusted with the charge of the tabernacle and its furniture, and they were to attend upon the priests in their ministration, but they were not to sacrifice, to burn incense, or to see the holy things till they were covered.  {PP 350.1}  

#2	So particular was the Lord that this sacred work should be performed only by those whom he had appointed, that he declared: "The stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death." Every worker was to know his place, and to perform faithfully the special duties committed to him; and he was to let alone that which another worker had been appointed to do.  {RH, October 5, 1905 par. 5}  

#3	The high priest was designed in an especial manner to represent Christ, who was to become a high priest forever after the order of Melchisedec. This order of priesthood was not to pass to another, or be superseded by another.  {2SP 13.1}  

#4	No comment

#5	No comment

#6	The power of the cross of Christ, the power of an endless life, must take hold of these blood-bought souls.  {20MR 34.2}

#7	No comment

#8	With Caiaphas the Jewish high priesthood ended. The service had become base and corrupt. It had no longer any connection with God. Truth and righteousness were hateful in the eyes of the priests. They were tyrannical and deceptive, full of selfish, ambitious schemes. Such ministration could make nothing perfect; for it was itself utterly corrupt. The grace of God had naught to do with it.  {RH, June 12, 1900 par. 1}  

#9	No comment

#10	No comment

#11	No comment

#12	No comment

#13	No comment

#14	No comment

#15	Christ as the great high priest, making a perfect atonement for sin, stands alone in divine majesty and glory. Other high priests were only types, and when he appeared, the need of their services vanished. "But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's: for this he did once, when he offered up himself."  {RH, March 17, 1903 par. 3}  

#16	Let the glorious conceptions of God possess your mind. Let your life be knit by hidden links to the life of Jesus. He who commanded the light to shine out of darkness is willing to shine in your heart, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit will take the things of God and show them unto you, conveying them as a living power into the obedient heart. Christ will lead you to the threshold of the Infinite. You may behold the glory beyond the veil, and reveal to men the sufficiency of Him who ever liveth to make intercession for us.  {COL 149.3}  

#17	No comment

#18	Cultivate whatever in your character is in harmony with the character of Christ. Cherish those things that are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report; but put away whatever is unlike our Redeemer. Selfishness is cherished to an extent that few realize; guard against it at all times and in all places. Do not excuse yourself in any error. If you have one objectionable trait, which you find it difficult to subdue, do not talk of your weakness as something that others must bear with. Do not soothe your conscience with the thought that you cannot overcome the peculiarities that deform your character, nor listen to Satan's suggestion that they are not very grievous. There is no way by which you may be saved in sin. Every soul that gains eternal life must be like Christ, “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners.” [Hebrews 7:26.] The followers of Christ must shine as lights in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation.  {GW92 445.2}

#19	No comment

#20	"The head of every man is Christ." God, who put all things under the Saviour's feet, "gave Him to be the head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all." 1 Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 1:22, 23. The church is built upon Christ as its foundation; it is to obey Christ as its head. It is not to depend upon man, or be controlled by man. Many claim that a position of trust in the church gives them authority to dictate what other men shall believe and what they shall do. This claim God does not sanction. The Saviour declares, "All ye are brethren." All are exposed to temptation, and are liable to error. Upon no finite being can we depend for guidance. The Rock of faith is the living presence of Christ in the church. Upon this the weakest may depend, and those who think themselves the strongest will prove to be the weakest, unless they make Christ their efficiency. "Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm." The Lord "is the Rock, His work is perfect." "Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him." Jeremiah 17:5; Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 2:12.  {DA 414.3}
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