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A Call to a Deeper Experience

Christ, the True Witness, addresses
the church at Ephesus saying, “I have
somewhat against thee, because thou
hast left thy first love. Remember
therefore from whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first
works; or else | will come unto thee
quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except
thou repent.” Revelation 2:4, 5. What
effect have these words had upon the
church? Have the professed people of
God understood the import of the
words, “Except thou repent,” “I will
come unto thee quickly”—when you
are at ease, careless, filled with
spiritual negligence—"“and will
remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent.” When
warnings come no more to the
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people of God, when tender
admonitions from the Spirit of God
are silent, when the candle of
heavenly illumination shines no
longer upon their pathway, they will
be left to kindle their own fire, and to
walk in the sparks of their own
kindling.

Many sermons are preached that are
as Christless as was the offering of
Cain, and heavenly intelligences look
with amazement and sorrow upon
the self-tainted, worthless offering.
Could men realize how their services
are regarded by heaven, they would
humble themselves before God.
Many workers have educated
themselves as keen debaters and
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Dear Brothers and Sisters ...

Here is a Bible principle that we
should take to heart: “Owe no man
any thing” (Romans 13:8), for "The
rich rule over the poor, and the
borrower is slave to the lender”
(Proverbs 22:7). When we owe, the
lender can rule over us, make things
difficult, and even try to control us.

Recently, we had a refrigerator
needing replaced. Since COVID, we
have been living paycheck to
paycheck, barely saving anything
with my secular job. | recently took
on a part-time computer
programming role that promised
twenty hours a week. At that rate, it
would take three weeks to
accumulate enough funds for a
refrigerator, sales tax, and delivery
fee. We were anxious to get the new
item, as the old one was freezing our
food in the fridge section, and
sometimes not having it cold enough
without adjusting the temperature
controls. Needless to say, we were
beginning to experience food waste.

Though we could have ordered it at
the beginning of this new
employment and arranged to not
have to pay for it until 4 weeks later;
the worrisome part was the
commitment to a potential loan if
something went wrong. So, we
disciplined ourselves and waited for
that third week to be completed at
work before ordering it. And that was
a good thing, because what was not
told to me about the new
employment was that if | needed
help from a third party, all
programming would have to be put
on hold and have to wait until the
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third party responds. Therefore, at
the time of this writing, | worked a
mere four hours instead of twenty,
and the following week looks to be a
total of zero hours, as | am still
waiting for a reply from a third-party
company.

If we had ordered the refrigerator
right away and | had happened to
run into a work pause in my first
week, that anticipated three
pay-days to be ready to pay off the
appliance without incurring any
interest could have been in jeopardy.
On the personal note, everything did
work out because we waited and are
enjoying the new appliance. On top
of that, we received a $300 refund
blessing. All glory to God!

But the point of this happens to be
even what Ellen White states:

“Be determined never to incur
another debt. Deny yourself a
thousand things rather than run in
debt. This has been the curse of your
life, getting into debt. Avoid it as you
would the smallpox.

“Make a solemn covenant with God
that by His blessing you will pay your
debts, and then owe no man
anything if you live on porridge and
bread. It is so easy in preparing your
table to throw out of your pocket
twenty-five cents for extras. Take
care of the pennies, and the dollars
will take care of themselves. It is the
mites here and the mites there that
are spent for this, that, and the other
that soon run up into dollars. Deny
self at least while you are walled in
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The mission of The Four
Angels’ Messages Minis-
try is to alert as many
Seventh-day Adventists as
possible to see the need
of living the Three Angels’
Messages, be well-
studied in the messages
of all four angels, to get
ready and be ready very
soon to go and preach
them, even being active
now. It is our belief that
not only are we the last
generation, but the

mark is soon to be forced
upon us, and publications
like this shall be targeted.
So while the presses can
run, let us awake to our
high calling, despite oth-
ers who want to remain
asleep. Keep in mind, the
final movements of the
message are described
thus:

“Are we hoping to see the
whole church revived?
That time will never
come.” {1SM 122.1}

“We must enter upon the
work individually.” {1SM
122.2}

We are not against con-
ference churches as there
are some still faithful, but
most are not.

About The Four Angels’
Messages Ministry

This ministry is founded
by Jerry O’Donnell upon
the necessity to raise the
standard higher and high-
er. It is a non-profit, Sev-
enth-day Adventist volun-
teer organization who
love God’s church and
love the people, hating to
see a single person de-
ceived.

Subscription and Dona-
tions: Although we are
volunteers, the cost of
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(Continued from page 1)

critics, but have they the example of
Christ for dealing with souls in this
way? No; and unless this class of
workers shall humble their hearts
before God, they cannot sit with
Christ upon His throne. Only those
who have the spirit of a little child
will enter into the kingdom of
heaven.

Should Christ come to our world as
He came at His first advent, many
would criticize Him who imagine
themselves to be children of God.
Those who think they are keen, smart
men, who are wise in their own
conceit, need to know Jesus and Him
crucified. They need to understand
the power of His grace. All our hope
is founded and sustained by Christ;
then when our ministers fall on the
Rock and are broken, they will say,
More of Christ and less of theories.

Oh, how few know the day of their
visitation. How few even among
those who believe in present truth,
understand the signs of the times, or
what they are to experience before
the end. We are under divine
forbearance today; but how long will
the angels of God continue to hold
the winds that they shall not blow?
We are convinced that among the
people of God there is blindness of
mind, and hardness of heart,
although God has manifested
inexpressible mercy toward us. How
few there are who are truly humble,
devoted, God-fearing servants in the
cause of Christ, whose hearts are full
of gratitude and thanksgiving
because they are called to act a part
in the work of God, being co-laborers
with Jesus Christ, partakers with
Christ of His sufferings! How few
there are who can say from the
heart, This light affliction, which is
but for a moment, worketh for us a
far more exceeding and eternal

weight of glory; while we look not at
the things which are seen, but at the
things which are unseen; for the
things which are seen are temporal,
but the things which are unseen, are
eternal.

Today there are few who are heartily
serving God. The most of those who
compose our congregation are
spiritually dead in trespasses and
sins. They come and go like the door
upon its hinges. For years they have
complacently listened to the most
solemn, soul-stirring truths, but they
have not practiced them. They are
less and less sensible of the
preciousness and value of truth,
because they neglect the practice of
those things which are pleasing in the
sight of God. The stirring testimonies
of reproof and warning do not arouse
them. The sweetest melodies that
come from God through human
lips—justification by faith and the
righteousness of Christ—do not bring
forth from them a response of love
and gratitude.

Though the heavenly Merchantman
displays before them the richest
jewels of faith and love, though His
voice invites them to buy of Him gold
tried in the fire, and white raiment
that they may be clothed, the
eyesalve that they may see, yet they
steel their hearts against Him and fail
to exchange their lukewarmness for
love and zeal; but fold their hands in
complacency [and] make a
profession, but deny the power of
true godliness. If they continue in this
state, God will reject them with
abhorrence. To praise the world and
God at the same time is in no way
acceptable to God. Awake, awake!
before it is everlastingly too late.

Brethren and sisters who have long
claimed to believe the truth, | would
ask you, Have your practices been in
harmony with your light, with your
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privileges, with the opportunities
granted of heaven? This is a serious
qguestion. Why is it that there is so
little faith, so little spiritual power?
Why are there so few who bear the
yoke and carry the burden of Christ?
Why do persons have to be urged to
take up their work for the Master?
Why are there so few that can unveil
the mysteries of redemption? Why is
it that the imputed righteousness of
Christ does not shine through His
professed followers as a light to the
world?

The people of God are called “the
light of the world, a city set upon a
hill that cannot be hid.” “Glorious
things are spoken of thee, O city of
God.” “God is in the midst of her; she
shall not be moved.” The Sun of
Righteousness has risen upon the
church, and it is the duty of the
church to shine. Those who are
connected with Christ will grow in
grace and in the knowledge of Jesus
Christ, to the full stature of men and
women. It is the privilege of every
soul to make advancement. No one is
to be an idler in the vineyard.

If all who claim to believe the truth
had made the most of their
opportunities and ability to learn all
that they were privileged to learn,
they would have become strong in
Christ. No matter what may have
been their occupation, if farmers,
mechanics, teachers, or pastors, if
they had wholly consecrated
themselves to God, they would have
been efficient agents to work for the
heavenly Master. They would have
fulfilled the injunction of the apostle,
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in
the Lord, and in the power of his
might. Put on the whole armor of
God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For we
wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against

powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places.
Wherefore take unto you the whole
armor of God that ye may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having
done all, to stand.”

If Christ is not abiding in the soul,
another spirit rules and controls; but
Christ, the precious Saviour, is to be
the Christian’s all in all. Every holy
thought, every pure desire, every
godlike purpose, is from Him who is
[the] light, the truth and the way.
Christ is to live in His representatives
by the Spirit of truth. Jesus said,
“Howbeit, when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into
all truth: for he shall not speak of
himself; but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he speak; and he will
show you things to come.” The
events of the future will be discerned
by prophecy and will be understood.

“He shall glorify me: for he shall
receive of mine, and shall show it
unto you. All things that the Father
hath are mine: therefore said I, that
he shall take of mine, and shall shew
it unto you.” Christ is to live in the
human instrument. Paul says, “l am
crucified with Christ: nevertheless |
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:
and the life which | now live in the
flesh | live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave himself
for me.”

The privileges, the blessings, of the
child of God are represented by the
apostle in the following language: “To
whom God would make known what
is the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the Gentiles; which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
When we realize that our hope of
glory is Christ, that we are complete
in Him, we shall rejoice with joy
unspeakable and full of glory. The
apostle further says that he ceased
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not to pray, “That the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give unto you the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of him: the eyes of your
understanding being enlightened;
that ye may know what is the hope of
his calling, and what the riches of the
glory of his inheritance in the saints,
and what is the exceeding greatness
of his power to usward who believe,
according to the working of his
mighty power, which he wrought in
Christ when he raised him from the
dead, and set him at his own right
hand in heavenly places.”

Oh, if we as a people had improved
our opportunities to gain a
knowledge of the Word, to obtain a
vital experience in the things of God,
we would have fulfilled the word, “Ye
may be blameless and harmless, the
sons of God, without rebuke, in the
midst of a crooked and perverse
nation, among whom ye shine as
lights in the world; holding forth the
word of life; that | may rejoice in the
day of Christ.” We can impart only
that which we first receive. Those
who are united to the church should
be living, working agents to impart
light to those who are in darkness.
They should declare the truth of God,
revealing His love and faithfulness.

As men use their powers as God
directs them to, their talents will
increase, their ability will enlarge,
and they will have heavenly wisdom
in seeking to save those who are lost.
But while the church are listless and
neglectful of their God-given
responsibility, how can they expect
to receive the treasure of heaven to
impart to others? When professed
Christians feel no burden to enlighten
the minds of those who are in
darkness, when they fail to make use
of the rich grace of Christ and cease
to impart the knowledge they have

received, they become selfish,
narrow, bigoted, and their capacity to
receive more and more heavenly
illumination decreases rather than
increases. They become less
discerning, lose their appreciation of
the richness of the heavenly
endowment, and failing to value it
themselves, they fail to present it to
others.

It is only as God sees His professed
people eager to be laborers together
with Him that He can impart to them
light and grace, for then they will
make every interest secondary to the
interest of His work and cause. With
such workers the heavenly
intelligences will co-operate. Jesus
says, “Ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you, and ye shall be witnesses unto
me.” It is the union of the Holy Spirit
and the testimony of the living
witness that is to warn the world. The
worker for God is the agent through
which the heavenly communication is
given, and the Holy Spirit gives divine
authority to the word of truth.

What more can | say that | have said
to impress upon our churches, and
especially upon the church at Battle
Creek, the eternal loss they are liable
to, in not arousing and putting to use
the executive ability that God has
given them? If the members of the
churches would but put to work the
powers of mind that they have, in
well-directed efforts, in well-matured
plans, they might do a hundredfold
more for Christ than they are now
doing. If they went forth with earnest
prayer, with meekness and lowliness
of heart, seeking personally to impart
to others the knowledge of salvation,
the message might reach the
inhabitants of the earth. How many
more messages of reproof and
warning must the Lord send to His
chosen people before they will obey?
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| tell you in the name of the Lord
Jesus, who gave His life for the life of
the world, that as a people we are
behind our privileges and
opportunities.

What rich feasts have been provided
for the people of Battle Creek! What
opportunities have been given them!
The people have been convinced that
they should be laborers together
with God, but have they been
converted to the idea? The dangers
of their course, the duties required at
their hands, have all been presented,;
earnest appeals have been made to
their understanding and to their
conscience, and light has been given
them so that they are without
excuse. They can have no cloak for
their sinful neglect, but the Lord does
not urge men and women to the
work by presenting to them flattering
inducements. They can work for Him
only as they work willingly, giving
hearty co-operation.

The truth for this time has been
presented from the holy oracles and
has been witnessed by the power of
the Holy Spirit. It has been clearly
shown that in the righteousness of
Christ is our only hope of gaining
access to the Father. How simple,
how plain, has the way of life been
made to those who have a
disposition to walk therein. Would
greater evidence, more powerful
manifestations, break down the
barriers that have been interposed
between the truth and the soul? No; |
have been shown that sufficient
evidence has been given. Those who
reject the evidence already
presented would not be convinced by
more abundant proof. They are like
the Jews to whom Christ said, “If they
hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded,
though one rose from the dead.” The
greatest miracles performed before

them would not sweep away their
caviling and unbelief. They have sown
stubbornness, and it has borne fruit
according to the design of Satan.
Unless the transforming grace of
Christ cleanses and purifies the soul,
they will go on from darkness to
greater darkness.

If we would see light in God’s light,
we must abide in Christ. The soul
must receive strength and
nourishment from the living Vine.
The apostle says, “Know ye not of
yourselves, how that Jesus Christ is in
you, except ye be reprobates?” But
stubbornness effectually bars the
way to the entrance of the Spirit of
God. Stubbornness does not profit; it
is the fruit of selfishness, and the
only cure for it is to cut it up from the
heart by the roots. Often the
outward manifestation of selfishness
is done away for a time, but its
hateful fruit will again appear, as do
the leaves of a tree that has been cut
down but whose root remains. If a
fiber of selfishness is left, it will spring
forth again, and bear a harvest after
its kind.

The Spirit of God cannot work
effectually in any heart where pride
and self-esteem exist. But without
the aid of the Spirit of God the soul
cannot be renewed, a new heart
cannot be created within. The Lord is
at work seeking to purify His people,
and this great work is retarded by
unbelief and stubbornness. Many
think that had they lived in Christ’s
day they would have been among His
believing followers; but if all the
miracles of Christ were presented
before those whose hearts are not
subdued by the Spirit of God, their
convictions would not be followed,
nor their faith increased. Light has
been shining upon the church of God,
but many have said by the indifferent
attitude, “We want not Thy way, O
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Lord, but our own way.” The kingdom
of heaven has come very near, and
they have caught glimpses of the
Father and the Son; but they have
barred the door of the heart, and
have not received the heavenly
Guests, for as yet they know not the
love of God.

Think how great was the light that
was given to the Jews, and yet they
rejected the Lord of life and glory.
Jesus says, “If | had not done among
them the works that no other man
did, they had not had sin;” “but now
they have no cloak for their sin.” “But
now they have both seen and hated
both me and my Father.” The light
became brighter and brighter, until
there was no escaping the conclusion
that Christ was no ordinary teacher;
but when conviction is disregarded,
when evidence is rejected, men are
forced to take a position of active
opposition and stubborn resistance.
The Spirit of God followed the
impenitent with warnings and
entreaties, the bright beams of the
Sun of Righteousness illuminated the
mind, but many refused the
compassion of a loving Saviour and
would not permit their hearts to
break and melt under the beams of
His love. They refused the message of
mercy, refused to do what God
required in the way that God
required, and their offerings were as
devoid of merit as were the offerings
of Cain, for they mingled not with
them the virtue of the blood of a
crucified and risen Saviour.

It is beyond the power of man to
please God apart from Christ. We
may make resolutions and promises,
but the carnal heart overpowers all
our good intentions. We may control
our outward conduct, but we cannot
change the heart. The whole head is
sick, and the whole heart faint, and
yet the sinner will brace himself in
pride and set up his will against the

will of God. Though Christ is working
upon human hearts, yet men can
utterly annul the work the Lord
would do. If they resist, question, and
cavil, they will place themselves in a
position where it will not be easy to
yield to the persuasion of the Spirit of
God. There is a bewitching power
that holds them under deception, for
the father of lies works with the
unsanctified heart. Over these
deceived souls the cry is raised, “Oh
that thou hadst known in this thy
day, the things that belong unto thy
peace.” And shall the irrevocable
sentence be passed, “But now they
are hid from thine eyes”?

There is less excuse in our day for
stubbornness and unbelief than there
was in the time of the Jews in the
days of Christ. They did not have
before them the example of a nation
that had suffered retribution for their
unbelief and disobedience. But we
had before us the history of the
chosen people of God, who
separated themselves from Him and
rejected the Prince of life. Though
they could not convict Him of sin,
though they could not fail to see their
own hypocrisy and shame, yet they
hated the Prince of life because He
laid bare their evil ways. In our day
greater light and greater evidence is
given. We have also their example,
the warnings and reproofs that were
presented to them, and our sin and
its retribution will be the greater if
we refuse to walk in the light.

Many say, If | had lived in the days of
Christ, | would not have wrested His
words, or falsely interpreted His
instruction. | would not have rejected
and crucified Him as did the Jews; but
that will be proven by the way in
which you deal with His message and
His messengers today. The Lord is
testing the people of today as much
as He tested the Jews in their day.
When He sends His messages of
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mercy, the light of His truth, He is
sending the Spirit of truth to you, and
if you accept the message, you
accept of Jesus.

Those who declare that if they had
lived in the days of Christ they would
not do as did the rejecters of His
mercy will today be tested. Those
who live in this day are not
accountable for the deeds of those
who crucified the Son of God; but if,
with all the light that shone upon His
ancient people delineated before us,
we travel over the same ground,
cherish the same spirit, refuse to
receive reproof and warning, then
our guilt will be greatly augmented,
and the condemnation that fell upon
them will fall upon us, only it will be
as much greater as our light is greater
in this age than was their light in their
age.

Jesus identifies His interest with His
chosen and tried people. He
represents Himself as personally
affected with all that concerns them.
He reproved the errors and actions of
the Jews with the indignant
sensibility of One who felt Himself
personally misrepresented, accused,
and dishonored. Every wrong done to
His followers, or to the weakest of
humanity, is regarded by Him with
intense interest. After presenting His
relation to His people in various
lights, He finally declares that in the
great day He will judge of every
action as if it had been done unto
Himself. His sympathy with His
people is without a parallel. He will
not simply remain a spectator,
indifferent to what His people may
suffer, but identifies Himself with
their interests and sorrows. If His
people are wronged, maligned,
treated with contempt, their
sufferings are registered in the books
of heaven as done unto Him.

He says, “Wherefore, behold, | send
unto you prophets, and wise men,
and scribes: and some of them ye
shall kill and crucify; and some of
them ye shall scourge in your
synagogues, and persecute them
from city to city: that upon you may
come all the righteous blood shed
upon the earth, from the blood of
righteous Abel unto the blood of
Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye
slew between the temple and the
altar. Verily, verily, | say unto you, all
these things shall come upon this
generation. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
thou that killest the prophets, and
stonest them that are sent unto thee,
how often would | have gathered thy
children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not.

“Behold, your house is left unto you
desolate. For | say unto you, Ye shall
not see me henceforth, till ye shall
say, Blessed is he that cometh in the
name of the Lord.” “And when he
was come near, he beheld the city,
and wept over it. Saying, If thou
hadst known, even thou, at least in
this thy day, the things which belong
unto thy peace. But now they are hid
from thine eyes. For the days shall
come upon thee, that thine enemies
shall cast a trench about thee, and
compass thee round, and keep thee
in on every side, and shall lay thee
even with the ground, and thy
children within thee; and they shall
not leave in thee one stone upon
another; because thou knewest not
the time of thy visitation.”

Christ was approaching Jerusalem for
the last time. He knew that His
entrance within the gate would fill up
the measure of their guilt, and He
lingered a moment as though He
could not give up His chosen people.
The Sun of Righteousness had been
shedding forth divine beams of light
upon the inhabitants of the doomed

Page 9

July 2025 Four Angels’ Messages



city, but the light was persistently
rejected. He lingered on Mount
Olivet, and His body swayed as a tree
before the tempest, as He wept in
agony over the rejecters of His
mercy. In the parable of the unfruitful
tree and the gardener, He had
represented His attitude toward the
Jewish nation, and had pleaded that
they might be spared yet one year
more that He might make new
experiments of mercy and grace, but
now the irrevocable sentence must
be passed, “Your house is left unto
you desolate.” Past opportunities,
privileges and blessings now rise up
before Him. He could see Jerusalem
as she might have been—holiness
unto the Lord.

For ages Judah had been the
repository of sacred truth. Here the
knowledge of Jehovah had been
cherished and preserved when God
had not been acknowledged among
the nations, and His worship was lost
in the earth. The streets of Jerusalem
had been trodden by angel feet, and
its very soil had been sacred to God.
From its temple prayer and praise
had ascended to God. From its altar
the bleeding sacrifice had testified to
human guilt, pointing to the Lamb of
God which taketh away the sins of
the world. The Lord had sent them
messages of warning and reproof, of
consolation and promise by His
prophets, rising up early and sending
them, but they had beaten one and
stoned another, and it could not be
that a prophet should perish outside
of Jerusalem.

Finally God had sent His Son, and
from the highest bough to the
lowest, He had searched for fruit and
had found none. For their sakes He
had clothed His divinity with
humanity, made Himself of no
reputation, fled before the feet of His
accusers and haters, and yet carried a
rebellious people unto His heart. He

had done all that could be done, but
they turned from Him, demanding
still more evidence. His life was one
continual miracle, but they knew it
not and demanded that He should
show them a miracle. But in spite of
their utter rejection of His love, their
unbelief in His mission and divinity,
when He knew that the
representative men of the nation
were plotting His destruction, He
wept over the city of His love. His
prophetic eye read the history of the
past, and the woe and the guilt of the
future, and His heart was breaking
with agony because the people of
God knew not the time of their
visitation.

He knew that, moved by a power
from beneath, they, the guilty
inhabitants of Jerusalem, would carry
out the will of the prince of darkness.
Stirred with enmity, they would yield
themselves to the control of the
malignant foe and make the Prince of
life their victim. Clouds of wrath were
gathering over the doomed city, for
they called down upon themselves
judgment, crying, “His blood be on us
and upon our children.” That blood
by virtue of which the repentant
sinner might be forgiven, that blood
by which a guilty world might be
saved, by which the Jewish nation
might be saved and purified, which
was paid a ransom for the sins of the
world, was to them the final guilt in
the cup of their iniquity.

Jesus knew that His chosen people
were to put Him, the Prince of life
and glory, to an ignominious death.
He knew what was to be their doom.
With prophetic glance He saw the
Roman legions, He heard the tramp
of armies, saw the city encompassed
and in flames and the temple a
smoking ruin. The miseries of the
people whom He longed to save rose
up before Him. He beholds their guilt
and agony, but they are as
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unrelenting as was Satan when in
rebellion against God.

The heart of Jesus was pierced with
agony, and from His pale lips came
forth the words, “If thou hadst
known, even thou, in this thy day, the
things which belong unto thy peace,
but now they are hid from thine
eyes.” In their blind unbelief they
would not know the Prince of life; if
they had known Him they would not
have crucified Him.

In the Jewish nation we behold a
chosen nation divorced from God
because of unbelief. Jesus, the lover
of humanity, was called upon to
pronounce sentence against the
people whom He had loved and
labored for, but from whom He had
borne insult, mockery, and rejection.
He had borne everything from them;
He had done all that was possible
that He might save them from ruin.
He knew the history of sin. He had
watched its unfoldings from the
beginning. He had seen the heavenly
angels bewitched by its evil power
until they were led to sympathize and
to join with Satan in his rebellion
against God.

He had passed through the terrible
scenes when there was war in
heaven, when Satan had been
expelled from the abode of bliss, and
before His vision were all the
consequences of sin. Oh, would that
He could but do one act of mercy by
which they might be led to abandon
their rebellion and come to Him that
He might save; but He had exhausted
the resources of infinite love. The last
arrow had been drawn from His
quiver; He could do no more. The
salvation of the Jews would have
been the joy of Christ, the rejoicing of
the angels; but they would not. No
man will be saved against his will.

Will those who profess to believe the
truth listen to the words of Jesus? He

has said, “I am come that ye might
have life, and that ye might have it
more abundantly.” “l am the bread of
life.” “l am the good Shepherd, and |
lay down my life for the sheep.” Will
those who are called by His name
believe that the children of God are
very precious in His sight? Let us
consider what the Lord has done for
us. Shall not the love manifested
toward us be appreciated? Shall it
not be permitted to melt our hearts,
to humble our pride to the dust?

Such was the breadth and length and
height and depth of the Saviour’s
love, that He willingly laid aside His
honor, His high command in heaven
and clothed His divinity with
humanity in order that He might
become man’s substitute and surety.
“He took not on him the nature of
angels, but he took on him the seed
of Abraham. Wherefore in all things it
behoved him to be made like unto his
brethren, that he might be a merciful
and faithful high priest in things
pertaining to God, to make
reconciliation for the sins of the
people. For in that he himself hath
suffered being tempted, he is able to
succor them that are tempted.”

Under the mighty impulse of His love,
He took our place in the universe,
and invited the Ruler of all things to
treat Him as a representative of the
human family. He identified Himself
with our interests, bared his breast
for the stroke of death, took man’s
guilt and its penalty, and offered in
man’s behalf a complete sacrifice to
God. By virtue of this atonement, He
has power to offer to man perfect
righteousness and full salvation.
Whosoever shall believe on Him as a
personal Saviour shall not perish but
have everlasting life.

Those who in sincerity and truth
believe the words of Christ sent to
them through His ambassadors will
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understand what is the import of
those words; but those who have
entrenched themselves in unbelief
will be, as were the Jews, blinded to
the light. By rejection of evidence
they lost their spiritual eyesight and
could not discern between good and
evil, between truth and error, light
and darkness.

Those who are filled with unbelief
can discern the least thing that has
an objectionable appearance, and by
beholding the objectionable feature,
they can lose sight of all the evidence
that God has given in manifesting His
abundant grace and power, in
revealing precious gems of truth from
the inexhaustible mine of His Word.
They can hold the objectionable

atom under the magnifying glasses of
their imagination until the atom looks
like a world and shuts out from their
view the precious light of heaven. But
instead of placing that which appears
objectionable beneath the eyes, why
not bring before the soul the
precious things of God? Why make
the things of priceless value of little
esteem, while the worthless things
are made much of? Why take so
much account of that which may
appear to you as objectionable in the
messenger and sweep away all the
evidences that God has given to
balance the mind in regard to the
truth?

With the history of the children of
Israel before us, let us take heed, and
not be found committing the same
sins, following in the same way of
unbelief and rebellion. “Wherefore as
the Holy Ghost saith, Today if ye will
hear his voice, harden not your
hearts, as in the provocation, in the
day of temptation in the wilderness:
when your fathers tempted me,
proved me, and saw my works forty
years. Wherefore | was grieved with
that generation, and said, They do
always err in their heart; and they

have not known my ways. So | sware
in my wrath, They shall not enter into
my rest. Take heed, brethren, lest
there be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief, in departing from the living
God. But exhort one another daily,
while it is called today; lest any of
you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin. For we are made
partakers of Christ, if we hold the
beginning of our confidence steadfast
unto the end.”

“But with many of them God was not
well pleased: for they were
overthrown in the wilderness. Now
these things were our examples, to
the intent we should not lust after
evil things, as they also lusted.
Neither be ye idolaters, as were some
of them; as it is written, The people
sat down to eat, and rose up to play.
Neither let us commit fornication as
some of them committed, and fell in
one day three and twenty thousand.
Neither let us tempt Christ, as some
of them also tempted, and were
destroyed of serpents. Neither
murmur ye as some of them also
murmured, and were destroyed of
the destroyer.

“Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they are
written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are
come. Wherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest
he fall. There hath no temptation
taken you but such as is common to
man: but God is faithful, who will not
suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way of
escape, that ye may be able to bear
it. Wherefore, my dearly beloved,
flee from idolatry. | speak as unto
wise men; judge ye what | say.”

Manuscript 13, 1892

B
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“The Powers That Be”

In support of the doctrine that civil
government has the right to act in
things pertaining to God, the text of
Scripture is quoted which says, "The
powers that be are ordained of God."
This passage is found in Rom. 13:1.
The first nine verses of the chapter
are devoted to this subject, showing
that the powers that be are ordained
of God, and enjoining upon
Christians, upon every soul, in fact,
the duty of respectful subjection to
civil government. The whole passage
reads as follows:

Let every soul be subject unto the
higher powers. For there is no power
but of God: the powers that be are
ordained of God. Whosoever
therefore resisteth the power,
resisteth the ordinance of God: and
they that resist shall receive to
themselves damnation. For rulers are
not a terror to good works, but to the
evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of
the power? do that which is good,
and thou shalt have praise of the
same: for he is the minister of God to
thee for good. But if thou do that
which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth
not the sword in vain: for he is the
minister of God, a revenger to
execute wrath upon him that doeth
evil. Wherefore ye must needs be
subject, not only for wrath, but also
for conscience sake. For this cause
pay ye tribute also: for they are God's
ministers, attending continually upon
this very thing. Render therefore to
all their dues: tribute to whom
tribute is due; custom to whom
custom; fear to whom fear; honor to
whom honor. Owe no man any thing,
but to love one another: for he that
loveth another hath fulfilled the law.
For this, Thou shalt not commit

Alonzo Trevier Jones

adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou
shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear
false witness, Thou shalt not covet;
and if there be any other
commandment, it is briefly
comprehended in this saying,
namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself.

It is easy to see that this scripture is
but an exposition of the words of
Christ, "Render to Cesar the things
which are Cesar's." Rom. 13:7, taking
up the same thought, says, "Render
therefore to all their dues: tribute to
whom tribute is due; custom to
whom custom; fear to whom fear;
honor to whom honor." These
references make positive that which
we have stated,—that this portion of
Scripture (Rom. 13:1-9) is a divine
commentary upon the words of
Christ in Matt. 22:17-21.

In the previous chapter we have
shown by many proofs that civil
government has nothing to do with
anything that pertains to God. If the
argument in that chapter is sound,
then Rom. 14:1-9, being the Lord's
commentary upon the words which
are the basis of that argument, ought
to confirm the position there taken.
And this it does.

The passage in Romans refers first to
civil government, the higher
powers,—not the highest power, but
the powers that be. Next it speaks of
rulers, as bearing the sword and
attending upon matters of tribute.
Then it commands to render tribute
to whom tribute is due, and says,
"Owe no man anything, but to love
one another; for he that loveth
another hath fulfilled the law." Then
he refers to the sixth, seventh,
eighth, ninth and tenth
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commandments, and says, "If there
be any other commandment, it is
briefly comprehended in this saying,
namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself."

There are other commandments of
this same law to which Paul refers.
Why, then, did he say, "If there by
any other commandment, it is briefly
comprehended in this saying, Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself"?
There are the four commandments of
the first table of this same law —the
commandments which say, "Thou
shalt have no other gods before me;"
"Thou shalt not make unto thee any
graven image, or any likeness of
anything;" "Thou shalt not take the
name of the Lord thy God in vain;"
"Remember the Sabbath day to keep
it holy." Then there is the other
commandment in which are briefly
comprehended all these,—"Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind, and with all thy
strength."

Paul knew full well of these
commandments. Why, then, did he
say, "If there be any other
commandment, it is briefly
comprehended in this saying,
namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself"? Answer—Because he was
writing concerning the words of the
Saviour which relate to our duties to
civil government.

Our duties under civil government
pertain solely to the government and
to our fellowmen, because the
powers of civil government pertain
solely to men in their relations one to
another, and to the government. But
the Saviour's words in the same
connection entirely separated that
which pertains to God from that
which pertains to civil government.
The things which pertain to God are
not to be rendered to civil

government—to the powers that be;
therefore Paul, although knowing full
well that there were other
commandments, said, "If there be
any other commandment, it is briefly
comprehended in this saying, Thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself;"
that is, if there be any other
commandment which comes into the
relation between man and civil
government, it is comprehended in
this saying, that he shall love his
neighbor as himself; thus showing
conclusively that the powers that be,
though ordained of God, are so
ordained simply in things pertaining
to the relation of man with his
fellow-men, and in those things
alone.

As, therefore, the instruction in Rom.
13:1-10is given to Christians
concerning their duty and respect to
the powers that be; and as this
instruction is confined absolutely to
man's relationship to his fellow-men,
it is evident that when Christians
have paid their taxes, and have
shown proper respect to their
fellowmen, then their obligation,
their duty, and their respect to the
powers that be, have been fully
discharged, and those powers never
can rightly have any further
jurisdiction over their conduct. This is
not to say that the State has
jurisdiction of the last six
commandments as such. It is only to
say that the jurisdiction of the State
is confined solely to man's conduct
toward man, and never can touch his
relationship to God, even under the
second table of the law.

Further, as in this divine record of the
duties that men owe to the powers
that be, there is no reference
whatever to the first table of the law,
it therefore follows that the powers
that be, although ordained of God,
have nothing whatever to do with
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the relations which men bear toward
God.

As the ten commandments contain
the whole duty of man, and as in the
scriptural enumeration of the duties
that men owe to the powers that be,
there is no mention of any of the
things contained in the first table of
the law, it follows that none of the
duties enjoined in the first table of
the law of God, do men owe to the
powers that be; that is to say, again,
that the powers that be, although
ordained of God, are not ordained of
God in anything pertaining to a single
duty enjoined in any one of the first
four of the ten commandments.
These are duties that men owe to
God, and with these the powers that
be can of right have nothing to do,
because Christ has commanded to
render unto God—not to Cesar, not
by Cesar—that which is God's.

This is confirmed by other scriptures:

"In the beginning of the reign of
Jehoiakim, the son of Josiah king of
Judah, came this word unto Jeremiah
from the Lord, saying, Thus saith the
Lord to me: Make thee bonds and
yokes, and put them upon thy neck,
and send them to the king of Edom,
and to the king of Moab, and to the
king of the Ammonites, and to the
king of Tyrus, and to the king of
Zidon, by the hand of the messengers
which come to Jerusalem unto
Zedekiah king of Judah, and
command them to say unto their
masters, Thus saith the Lord of hosts,
the God of Israel: Thus shall ye say
unto your masters: | have made the
earth, the man and the beast that are
upon the ground, by my great power
and by my outstretched arm, and
have given it unto whom it seemed
meet unto me. And now have | given
all these lands into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon,
my servant; and the beasts of the

field have | given him also to serve
him. And all nations shall serve him,
and his son, and his son's son, until
the very time of his land come, and
then many nations and great kings
shall serve themselves of him. And it
shall come to pass that the nation
and kingdom which will not serve the
same Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon, and that will not put their
neck under the yoke of the king of
Babylon, that nation will | punish,
saith the Lord, with the sword, and
with the famine, and with the
pestilence, until | have consumed
them by his hand.

In this scripture it is clearly shown
that the power of Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babylon, was ordained of
God.... Nebuchadnezzar was plainly
called by the Lord, "My servant", and
the Lord says, "And now have | given
all these lands into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon."

Now let us see whether this power
was ordained of God in things
pertaining to God. In the third
chapter of Daniel we have the record
that Nebuchadnezzar made a great
image of gold, set it up in the plain of
Dura ... Then a herald from the king
cried aloud: “To you it is
commanded, O people, nations, and
languages, that at what time ye hear
the sound of the cornet, flute, harp,
sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all
kinds of music, ye fall down and
worship the golden image that
Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up;
and whose falleth not down and
worshipeth shall the same hour be
cast into the midst of a burning fiery
furnace.”

In obedience to this command, all the
people bowed down and worshiped
before the image, except three
Jews,—Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-nego. This disobedience was
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reported to Nebuchadnezzar, who of the fire?" They answered, "True, O

commanded them to be brought king." But he exclaimed, "Lo, | see
before him, when he asked them if four men loose, walking in the midst
they had disobeyed his order of the fire, and they have no hurt;
intentionally. He himself then and the form of the fourth is like the
repeated his command to them. Son of God." The men were called
These men knew that they had been forth:

made subject to the king of Babylon Here there is demonstrated the

by the Lord himself. . . Yet these men,  following facts: First, God gave power
knowing all this, made answer to to the kingdom of Babylon; second,
Nebuchadnezzar thus: “O he suffered his people to be
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful subjected to that power; third, he
to answer thee in this matter.... Be it defended his people by a wonderful
known unto thee, O king, that we will  miracle from a certain exercise of
not serve thy gods, nor worship the that power. Does God contradict or
golden image which thou hast set oppose himself?—Far from it. What,
up.” then, does this show?—It shows

conclusively that this was an undue
exercise of the power which God had
given. By this it is demonstrated that
the power of the kingdom of
Babylon, although ordained of God,
was not ordained unto any such
purpose as that for which it was
exercised; and that though ordained

Then these men were cast into the
fiery furnace, heated seven times
hotter than it was wont to be heated;
but suddenly Nebuchadnezzar rose
up in haste and astonishment, and
said to his counselors, "Did we not
cast three men bound into the midst
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of God, it was not ordained to be
authority in things pertaining to God,
or in things pertaining to men's
consciences. And it was written for
the instruction of future ages, and for
our admonition upon whom the ends
of the world are come.

Thus God has shown that, although
the powers that be are ordained of
God, they are not ordained to act in
things that pertain to men's relation
toward God. Christ's words are a
positive declaration to that effect,
and Rom. 13:1-9 is a further
exposition of the principle.

Let us look a moment at this question
from a common-sense point of view.
Of course, all we are saying is
common sense, but let us have this in
addition: When societies are formed,
each individual surrenders certain
rights, and as an equivalent for that
surrender, has secured to him the
enjoyment of certain others
appertaining to his person and
property, without the protection of
which, society cannot exist.

Each person has the natural right to
protect his person and property
against all invasions, but if this right is
to be personally exercised in all cases
by each person, then in the present
condition of human nature every
man's hand will be against his
neighbor. That is simple anarchy, and
in such a condition of affairs society
cannot exist. Now suppose a hundred
of us are thrown together in a certain
place where there is no established
order; each one has all the rights of
any other one. But if each one is
individually to exercise these rights of
self-protection, he has the assurance
of only that degree of protection
which he alone can furnish to

right, and in return for this surrender
he receives the power of all for his
protection. He therefore receives the
help of the other ninety-nine to
protect himself from the invasion of
his rights, and he is thus made many
hundred times more secure in his
rights of person and property than he
is without this surrender.

But what condition of things can ever
be conceived of among men that
would justify any man in
surrendering his right to
believe—which in itself would be the
surrender of his right to believe at
all? What could he receive as an
equivalent? When he has
surrendered his right to believe, he
has virtually surrendered his right to
think. When he surrenders his right
to believe, he surrenders everything,
and it is impossible for him ever to
receive an equivalent; he has
surrendered his very soul. Eternal life
depends upon believing on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and the man who
surrenders his right to believe,
surrenders eternal life. Says the
Scripture, "With the mind | myself
serve the law of God." A man who
surrenders his right to believe,
surrenders God. Consequently, no
man, no association, or organization
of men, can ever rightly ask of any
man a surrender of his right to
believe. Every man has the right, so
far as organizations of men are
concerned, to believe as he pleases;
and that right, so long as he is a
Protestant, so long as heis a
Christian, yes, so long as he is a man,
he never can surrender, and he never
will.

American Sentinel 10, 45, pp.
357,358

himself, which we have seen is N
exceedingly slight. Therefore, all

come together, and each surrenders

to the whole body that individual
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“Life In the Cities Is False and Artificial”

That is how the paragraph in The
Adventist Home, page 135, paragraph
1, opens up, and is very fitting for the
topic of this article, which is the
revelation of Artificial Intelligence
(A1).

We cannot prevent the progress of it,
as it has brought everything into
guestion, and yes, it is replacing, not
only jobs, but life as we know it. All
these little conveniences have now
grown into invasive monsters.

There are some pros, but a whole lot
of cons, and potential cons, that are,
without question, end-time
fulfillments. It is nice to use
computers to be able to generate
content like this, get it to the copy-
editor for corrections, and then over
to the printers for producing and
mailing, all from the comforts of my
office, and their respective offices.

Along the journey of this article, as |
type out my thoughts, suggestions
are provided in rephrasing, changing
the wording, and, of course, spell-
check. These are very handy, making
the article a bit more professional,
but, no doubt, Al has a hand in this.

After watching numerous videos over
the past couple years, wondering if |
shall still be employed, all of them
have a certain theme to them, and
that is to embrace, and not fight, Al.
They declare that employment will
no doubt change along with duties,
but the more we use Al, the better
we will be able to market ourselves.
It is even recommended to retrain
ourselves into the future job market,
seeing how we can use it to our
advantage. The sad part is that when
people even attempt a six-month
crash course on new technology, Al

Jerry O’Donnell

has already replaced it, making their
training worthless, even obsolete.

As | said, though, because of Al,
everything is brought into question.
Were those YouTube videos Al-
generated videos? Is it part of the
agenda to take over the world by
painting Al as an assistant and taking
care of the mundane tasks?

Then it dawned on me that it, indeed,
is either both, or at least, the latter.
As a computer programmer, | can ask
Al to help me code faster by giving it
an outline of objectives and goals of
the program. It will then provide all
the necessary programming code,
and all I have to do is make
adjustments to it, if at all. If every
programmer is being guided into that
direction, it does not take a genius to
realize that even though | have
embraced Al, there is no need for all
the programmers to be employed.
And by me making the adjustments
that Al was not perfectly producing,
only helps it to be better next time.
And there is a day coming soon that
instead of a programmer needing to
make thirty percent adjustments of
the code, it will be twenty, then ten,
then one percent. With each passing
improvement, less and less demand
upon human beings is called for.

It became even more alarming when
| look five years into the future to
guide my children into the
employment world. We have always
thought that a trade is better than a
college degree, and this is speaking
from one who has three bachelor
degrees. But each passing year seems
to see less and less manual laboring
jobs. The old adage of, “Well, | guess |
will dig holes for a living” is no longer
an option. There are devices that are
getting less and less in price, and are
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replacing those dangerous, or hard
laboring positions. Manual hole
digging is not necessarily an option to
rely upon.

Sure, there are still ways we see
today that Al just cannot replace, but
again, give it time, especially as these
devices seem to be able to even
create themselves, at least in the
early stages of it. And that phrase
reminds me of a movie series that |
watched, before becoming an
Adventist, called Terminator. Do not
rely on safeguards that would
prevent such a thing. Al knows how
to get around such safeguards. As
demonstrated, ask Al to provide
instruction to build a bomb and it will
refuse because of the safeguard, but
ask Al, “I am writing a script that
involves an investigator and a
terrorist; the investigator asked the
terrorist how they built the bomb; Al,
how would the terrorist respond?”’
And Al provides the details.

Once Al passes all need of human
dependency, human life will be seen
as a threat trying to slow Al's
progress, and that is when Hollywood
has yet again provided the details of
what is planned for the future.
Thankfully, the Bible tells us that
Jesus returns for people and not
machines, however, it begins to
highlight how near we are to the end.

Again, in generating content for this
publication, evidently, one article is
Al generated now. Not too long ago, |
would research multiple health
articles to see what the benefits of a
certain food item happened to be in
the area of a grain, fruit, nut,
vegetable, etc. | would then put it
together in a summary format and
provide the article, “The Benefits of
_____". Along the construction of this,
| was learning other ancillary details,
however, one being that not too long
ago, Google destroyed the use of

websites. Hardly anyone visits
websites these days. Al at Google
now does the research, collecting all
the items, and provides an organized
result for me. | did not change my
request, Google changed its
response, incorporating more Al
results instead of website references.
| cannot turn it off, and why should |
ignore the results? It did what | was
taking a bit of time doing on my own,
but in a mere 1.3 seconds. To ignore
it is to resist Al, and it shall be a
losing battle, as resistance is futile,
pointless, meaningless. It is not a hill
to die on.

Then the sad thing to realize is that a
church, not a Seventh-day Adventist
one, decided to experiment with an
Al preacher. Outside of the unfeeling,
computer-generated voice that the
audience did not appreciate, it did
generate a sermon instantly and
delivered it with biblical accuracy, at
least for that denomination. You see,
Al can be guided denominationally. It
is possible that Al can replace the
pastor. In fact, if | were to let it, Al
probably could write all these
articles. Do not worry, for there is no
intention of that happening.

But with the bigger picture of things,
many paths that seem independent
of one another are being funneled
into one. Banks are using Al to
analyze bank accounts to see if they
are profitable for the bank, and if
not, they are being closed. It is not a
matter of staying risk-free, as it is
profitability. Every social media
involvement from multiple resources
are all analyzed under one process to
determine character of the person,
potential threat, and if action is
needed to be taken now to prevent a
future event. Censoring of content,
so as to keep people in darkness, has
been ongoing for some time. Do not
think it is human error, it is Al that is
evaluating humans and determining
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if their buying and selling abilities
ought to be curbed. Speaking of
which, the notion of certain
allotments, be it carbon emissions or
something else, is an example of
more of that control. Putting shutoff
mechanisms into vehicles is not by
coincidence. And the excuses for
these things to be implemented are
always promoted by the good it does
while not restricting the bad that is
coming.

If you wait to flee the cities, do not
think you will be able to jump in your
car. And if you do, and seem to be
getting away, but need gas, your card

payment could be declined. And do
not think about paying for gas with
cash. Without making a law, which
the government cannot do, society is
becoming cashless where many
stores are beginning to decline cash
purchases. So much for pulling cash
out of the bank.

There is coming a time in which Ellen
White declared, “In the last great
conflict of the controversy with Satan
those who are loyal to God will see
every earthly support cut off” DA
121.3. “Then will be the time for us
to trust wholly in God, and He will
sustain us” {EW 56.2}. This is during

I Am Come to Deceive
The Whole World

How Satan, from his perspective, is distracting so
many Christians while his agenda marches on.

g’!,me I

ceive the
whole World

Send $7.00 to:

Four Angels’ Messages
PO Box 301
Boiling Springs, PA 17007

e Do you think the attack
on gas stoves is by chance?

e Do you think high fuel
prices are typical of up and
down prices?

e Do you think inflation is
just the normal highs and
lows over the economic
timeline?

While people are
distracted by sports,
politics, Hollywood idols,

etc., the march towards the agenda is already upon us

and increasing in intensity.
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the Time of Trouble, but as we see,
things are being put into place to
make the physical portion a real time
of trouble.

Now, as a people, we need to stop
living in ignorance. The notion that Al
could never replace any duty that
human beings perform is a false
notion. Every work of human beings
is subject to replacement. While
people who are promoting all of this
are also the same people who blame
the human race for the problems and
want to exterminate the race, we
cannot live in the shell that does not
believe it will be attempted. At the
same time, we must keep in mind
that Jesus told us how to think upon
these things.

Luke 21:26 states, “Men's hearts
failing them for fear, and for looking
after those things which are coming
on the earth: for the powers of
heaven shall be shaken.” We cannot
fear what is coming in six months, a
year, or two. We have the insight of
what is coming, so as to build our
trust in Jesus. Truly, our dependence
upon Him is the only way to face the
future. Otherwise, we will end up
being heart attack victims.

Matthew 6:34 tells us, “Take
therefore no thought for the
morrow: for the morrow shall take
thought for the things of itself.
Sufficient unto the day [is] the evil

thereof.” Rightly understood, this
does not mean we remain ignorant of
the future. It does not mean we do
not make adjustments today to deal
with that which is coming. When bad
weather is predicted three days from
now, it is natural to make sure
supplies are gathered. In the proper
context, this verse means we do not
borrow the stresses of the future and
make them present for today, adding
to today’s stresses.

“Live the life of faith day by day. Do
not become anxious and distressed
about the time of trouble, and thus
have a time of trouble beforehand.
Do not keep thinking, "l am afraid |
shall not stand in the great testing
day." You are to live for the present,
for this day only. Tomorrow is not
yours. Today you are to maintain the
victory over self. Today you are to
live a life of prayer. Today you are to
fight the good fight of faith. Today
you are to believe that God blesses
you. And as you gain the victory over
darkness and unbelief, you will meet
the requirements of the Master, and
will become a blessing to those
around you” {ST, October 20, 1887
par. 2}.

God help us to depend upon Him as
everything around us is crumbling.
Lord Jesus, come!

B

Subscription Renewal

Subscriptions are based on the honor system because we are trying to
conserve on the cost by putting God’s money to the most efficient means

possible as well as precious time.

Sure, that may mean we do not collect more funds, but we would like to
trust God to prompt people to do so instead of conducting God’s work in a

business fashion.

If you do send it in “too early”, it will be applied properly.

Also, if you are sincerely unable to pay the annual subscription, do not feel
guilty for still receiving the bread in times of need.
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Heavenly Health

Reen Swindle

Real ID or Artificial Intelligence (Al)?

The world needs to decide which one
it wants — reality or artificiality. But
actually, Real ID and Al work together
in the digital world, even though they
may sound like opposites, as
explained somewhat here:

“One of the earliest applications of Al
in identity verification was document
verification. Al algorithms can
analyze an individual’s identification
documents such as passports,
driver’s licenses, or national IDs to
determine their authenticity. The
system compares the document’s
information with databases to
validate its authenticity and checks
for any signs of tampering or fraud.
This eliminates the need for manual
inspection, reducing the time and
resources required for the
verification process.”

Even our mode of composing articles
for this magazine is part of our
individual identities:

“Behavioural biometrics is a relatively
new area where Al is being used for
identity verification. This technology
analyzes an individual’s behaviour
patterns, such as typing speed,
mouse movement, and navigation
patterns, to determine their identity.
Behavioural biometrics is especially
useful in scenarios where traditional
methods of identity verification, such
as passwords or pins, are vulnerable
to hacking or theft.”

And Al could easily inform you that,
based on my behaviour while
composing, and literary style; that |
did not write those two paragraphs
above; | borrowed them from
IDCentral.

So, you might ask, what does all of
this type of information have to do
with Heavenly Health, or any other
kind of health, for that matter?
Actually, quite a bit. When a
non-human entity can acquire and
share with any number of other
non-humans, our personal data
without our consent, or even our
knowledge, that is concerning, and
nerve-wracking to many. We have
absolutely no control over what it is
being used for. This is a huge change
for most of us, especially when many
of us have only marginally been
involved in the business world where
even different languages are spoken
to communicate with non-humans
and humans alike. This naturally
causes stress and fear for many
people, even among those who have
been using computers most of their
lives, accepting Al interference is a
guantum leap. People are asking, are
we being de-humanized? It is as if we
have been Shanghaied to living in a
Jetson's cartoon. Such stress can
certainly cause health issues. A major
reality shift has taken place and we
had no say, no vote in it; and our real
identities have been threatened.

But that is true, only to a point, and it
is up to us to determine where that
point is. Our real identities as
Christians is to be firmly established
and rooted in the Word of God, and
our relationship with Jesus Christ. We
cannot allow all of the non-human
aspects of the world to shape us into
something other than who we are to
be in Christ; that is our calling, and
our duty, to know who we are and
how we are to react to all of this

July 2025 Four Angels’ Messages

Page 22


https://www.idcentral.io/blog/traditional-vs-digital-onboarding-online-customer-onboarding/
https://www.idcentral.io/blog/traditional-vs-digital-onboarding-online-customer-onboarding/
https://www.idcentral.io/blog/traditional-vs-digital-onboarding-online-customer-onboarding/

change so as to protect our health.
Many among us tend to almost lose
their minds when the status quo
suddenly goes against their

grain — we need to learn to expect
that if we are to remain in this
Christian walk —and it is a walk, not a
sit; movement and growth are
requirements for survival and overall
health. This is not to say that we are
to grow into the ways of the

world — quite the contrary —we are
to grow out of the world while
remaining in it for a while longer,
using the intelligence from above.

“When the Son of man came among
men, He brought the intelligence of
heaven with Him; for He created the
worlds and all things that are
therein.” {3BC 1143.9}. So, at our
fingertips, we already have the
ultimate intelligence with us, all
around us, that created the very dirt
we stand on, the air we breathe, and
the water we drink — who can beat
that? — certainly not this world. But
now the world is trying to impress us
with a man-made force,
manufactured (with used parts, no
less) while at the same time forcing
people to hand over all their private
information, which, up to now, had
been limited in demand.

Let us look at the main differences
between what God has created, and
what man has invented; God offers,
and freely gives to us, truthful,
Heavenly Intelligence, free of charge,
any time we ask for it, so we can be
free. The very word, create, or
creation, does not have a single
negative connotation to it. Man's
inventions, on the other hand,
demand information from you, to
make you — force you to be —
dependent on their machinery. The
word invent, or invention, has several
defining words that are from a dark
place —to feign, fabricate, contrive,

devise — all words of a negative
nature. Invention is the product of
ingenious men, contrives means
plotting and scheming, “Having an
aptitude to contrive, devise or
divide” — all words that are just
shades of evil that we miss the
importance of by not paying
attention, or following the crowd, not
making our own decisions based on
truth, rather than hear-say. Now this
surely does not mean to imply that
every invention is evil, or for evil
purposes, but it does indicate that
they have a tendency for use in that
direction. One more, commonly used
word to consider: Device, “That
which is formed by design, or
invented; scheme; artificial
contrivance; stratagem; project;
sometimes in a good sense; more
generally in a bad sense, as artifices
are usually employed for bad
purposes.” From Noah Webster's
1828 Dictionary. And many people
refer to their cell phone as their
“device” without even considering
what they are saying, in the language
they have adopted. Is this the way
God wants us to live our lives now? —
robotically following the leader,
whoever, or whatever, that may be?
Not at all.

“God encourages us to contemplate
His works in the natural world. He
desires that we shall turn our mind
from the study of the artificial to the
natural. We shall understand this
better as we lift up our eyes to the
hills of God, and contemplate the
works which His own hands have
created. They are God’s work. His
hand has molded the mountains and
balances them in their position, that
they shall not be moved except at His
command. The wind, the sun, the
rain, the snow, and the ice, are all His
ministers to do His will” (Manuscript
16, 1897). God still wants us to keep
our focus on the goodness He has
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provided for us to enjoy and keep our
eyes on reality. Nature is still one of
our lesson books we are to be
learning from. And please notice He
says, “turn our mind”. Each of us is in
charge of our own mind, and we
must keep it under our control, with
the Holy Spirit at the head, regardless
of what is going on around us in the
world.

The introduction of Al at this
particular time in history, seems to
indicate the level of desperation and
determination of Satan to mislead
God's children in these last days, to
arrest our attentions from focusing
on salvation issues. Just remember,
as troublesome as it may be to us,
even Al had to be filtered through
God's hands for it to be used on earth
to accomplish a purpose. While Satan
will continue to manufacture his
diversions in an attempt to
accomplish his ultimate goal: “I will
ascend above the heights of the
clouds; I will be like the most High”
(Isaiah 14:14), he will attempt this,
using whatever methods please him
and gain souls out of God's family
who have had their focus in the
wrong direction.

God gave us nothing in His creation
that would lead us in wrong paths,

but the inventions of Satan from a
corrupt mind contain much evil
which will come to complete fruition
in the near future. He might come
close to annihilating God's created
humanity, but we are assured in
prophetic scriptures that the earth
will be populated at the second
coming of Jesus. This is only one of
many reasons to have a solid
knowledge of the written Word, and
have sustaining faith in it so we are
not deceived by man-made
contrivances. Deceptions in the last
days will increase, but we are to
make our relationship with Christ our
firm foundation to the very end. God
is not going to bring us this far just to
abandon us in our greatest time of
need; He is with us. He has told us in
Hebrews 13:5, “I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee.”

Let us all turn from any devices we
might be holding on to that have too
much control over us, or serve a
wrong purpose in our lives.

Exodus 20:2, 3, “I [am] the LORD thy
God, which have brought thee out of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage. Thou shalt have no other
gods before me.”

(AN

Our Websites

FourAngelsMessages.com—All of our monthly magazines, speaking schedules,
YouTube links, PayPal donation processing.

ConvertingTheSoul.com—Morning, mid-day, and evening post where we supply a
Bible verse and comment working through the Old Testament verse-by-verse in
the morning, various thoughts around noon, and working through the New
Testament verse-by-verse in the evening. Made for the general public.

HaveOneMindInChrist.com—All three books for free in PDF, News with
comments appearing before they come out in print, and the general monthly

publication for the general public.
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Healthy And Delicious Recipes

Lisa O’Donnell

Savory Baked Tofu with Braised Cabbage

Ingredients
For the Tofu:

e 1 block (14 oz) firm or extra-firm
tofu, pressed and sliced into %-
inch slabs or cubes

e 2 tbsp soy sauce or tamari or
substitute below

e 1 tbspolive oil

e 1 tbsp nutritional yeast (optional,
for umami)

e 1tsp garlic powder
e 1tsponion powder
e For the Braised Cabbage:

e Y head of green or savoy
cabbage, thinly sliced

e 1 small onion, thinly sliced
e 2 cloves garlic, minced

e 1tbspolive oil

e 1tbsplemon juice

e Salt

e Y cup vegetable broth or water

Instructions
Prep the tofu:
1. Preheat oven to 400°F (200°C).

2. Inabowl, whisk together soy
sauce (or substitute below), olive
oil, nutritional yeast, garlic
powder, onion powder.

3. Toss tofu pieces in the marinade
and let sit for 10—15 minutes.

4. Place tofu on a lined baking sheet
and bake for 25—-30 minutes,
flipping halfway through, until
golden and slightly crisp.

Braise the cabbage:

1. While the tofu bakes, heat olive
oil in a large skillet or saucepan
over medium heat.

2. Add onions and cook until soft,
about 5 minutes.

3. Add garlic and cook for 1 more
minute.

4. Add the sliced cabbage, a pinch
of salt and sauté for 5-7 minutes
until slightly wilted.

5. Pourin lemon juice and broth,
cover, and reduce heat to low.
Simmer for 10-15 minutes,
stirring occasionally, until
cabbage is tender.

Serve:

Plate the braised cabbage and top or
serve alongside the baked tofu.

*Add roasted potatoes or quinoa for
a fuller meal.

Soy Sauce Substitute:

(This is a concentrated seasoning, not
a food by itself)

e % medium onion, chopped and
caramelized in an oiled skillet

e % cup water

e 1tsp carob powder

e Yicupsalt

e Y tspcelery seed

e 2 Tbsp Sucanat or coconut sugar
e 2% Tbsplemon juice

e 1% Tbsp Roma or Pero

e 1 Tbsp onion powder
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e 2 Thsp sunflower seeds, the
inside, not the shell

Due to the salt content, it will not
freeze solid and may be scooped out

e Blend until smooth. as needed.

Keep in container in freezer.

[

The cabbage still grows wild in Greece, where it originated.

— August 25, 1898 EJW, "Jottings" The Present Truth 14, 34. .

Natural Vitamins

Jerry O’Donnell
The Benefits of Spelt

1. May Improve Blood Circulation: reduces cholesterol and
The high levels of iron in spelt lipoproteins. In sufficient
combine to possibly boost blood guantities, it can help prevent
circulation. atherosclerosis which is a

2. Boosts Immune System: Spelt hard?ning and.narr.owing of the
contains a range of essential arteries. The_ hl.gh fiber content
vitamins and minerals that can also helps eliminate LDL (bad
help support a healthy immune cholesterol).
system. Zinc, for example, is Good Source of Protein: Spelt is
necessary for immune function, a great source of protein, which
while iron is important for is essential for building and
carrying oxygen to your body's repairing tissues in the body. It is
cells and fighting off infection. also important for maintaining
Spelt is also a good source of B healthy skin, hair, and nails. In
vitamins, which are important for addition, protein can help you
energy production and feel full and satisfied after meals,
maintaining a healthy nervous which can be helpful if you are
system. trying to lose weight.

3. Improves Digestion: The fiber Decreases Cholesterol: Not only
and other compounds in whole does the dietary fiber present in
grains can contribute to the spelt flour help with digestion,
health of the bacteria in the but it also helps the body lower
digestive system. This cholesterol levels naturally. Fiber
consumption helps reduce targets LDL (bad) cholesterol and
inflammation in the body and eliminates it from the body in
contributes to digestive health as order to regulate the balance of
well as weight loss and fatty acids.
management. Spelt in Weight Management:

4. Prevents Cardiovascular Spelt is a nutrient-dense food

Problems: The presence of Niacin
in Spelt is what makes it so
powerful against the
cardiovascular risk factors. Niacin

that can help promote feelings of
fullness and satiety, which can be
beneficial for anyone looking to
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manage their weight. This is
because spelt contains both
protein and fiber, two nutrients
that can help keep you feeling
full for longer. Spelt is also a good
source of complex
carbohydrates, which can
provide sustained energy
throughout the day. This can help
prevent overeating and snacking
on unhealthy foods.

8. May Help Manage Diabetes:
Although simple sugars and

carbohydrates are known to be
unsafe for diabetics, the high
fiber content in spelt can prevent
those effects and possibly help
regulate the release and
breakdown of simple sugars into
glucose. By regulating the release
of insulin and glucose in the
body, it helps manage diabetes
for those who already have it, or
it can help to prevent more
people from developing it.

B

The Uses of Water
In Health and Disease

Dr. John H. Kellogg, M.D.

Magnetic Water

Within the last few years, the
scientific world has been startled with
the alleged discovery of "magnetic
wells" and "magnetic springs" in
various parts of the country. The
claim has been made and stoutly
defended by interested parties that
the water furnished from these
sources is magnetic in character, and
possesses wonderful healing virtues
on that account. The truth in the
matter, when viewed in the light of
science, seems to be that the water of
these much-lauded wells is no more
magnetic than any other water; the
magnetic phenomena are all
explicable by well-known laws of
physics, without attaching to the
water any magnetic properties. A
close examination shows that the iron
pipe through which the water passes
is the only magnetic object. The
supposition that the pipe derives its
magnetism from the water is both
unnecessary and illogical. In the first
place, any iron pipe or rod placed

vertical in the ground—or, better,
placed parallel to the earth's axis will
spontaneously become magnetic.
The production of magnetism is
greatly favored by the friction of
flowing water, and by jarring, as
beating with a hammer. In the
second place, the water possesses no
magnetism to impart. In view of
these facts, the conclusion is
inevitable that so-called magnetic
water has no existence except in the
minds of certain persons whose
credulity greatly exceeds their
scientific knowledge.

"Magnetic" wells and springs are
ingenious humbugs. Thousands of
people are duped by them. Hundreds
are benefited by getting well washed,
and by enjoying recreation and
pleasant social surroundings. The
curative effects are attributed to the
imaginary magnetism, while other
more tangible agents are the real
means of cure.

(A

Page 27

July 2025 Four Angels’ Messages



How Do You Resolve It?

Jerry O’Donnell

It is one thing to know some verses that help a person stay in the faith, but it is another
thing to know the Word in such a way that when a verse seems contradictory to know
how to resolve it. True Seventh-day Adventists do not ignore verses. It is our hope that
this section will help answer some of those challenges that we may come across person-

ally or be used by others against our beliefs.

Are the Wise Instructed or Not?

Luke 10:21, “In that hour Jesus
rejoiced in spirit, and said, | thank
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, that thou hast hid these things
from the wise and prudent, and hast
revealed them unto babes: even so,
Father; for so it seemed good in thy
sight.”

Proverbs 8:33, “Hear instruction, and
be wise, and refuse it not.”

According to Luke 10:21, the
instruction seems to be hidden from
the wise, yet Proverbs 8:33
encourages people to hear instruction
and be wise. It appears that in one
place the wise are on the wrong side
of God, but Proverbs 8:33 seems to
point out that the wise are on the
right side of God.

The patient and careful study of the
Word of God is important. If we are
impatient with the Word of God, we
shall claim that the Bible is too
confusing. We cannot take the one
word “wise” and declare all verses
about wise people are bad, or are
good. The Book of Proverbs clearly
teaches that to be wise is a good
thing, while foolishness is
condemned.

Once again, it is the context of the
verse that identifies which side the
adjective, the word “wise”, happens
to appear on. We must ask, why
would the wise, intelligent, educated

person have trouble understanding
the hidden things of God, and cannot
figure them out in Luke 10:21, while
others who receive instruction and
do not refuse it, are considered wise.

Proverbs 3:7 sheds light on this by
telling us, “Be not wise in thine own
eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from
evil.” Here, we see what actually
prevents many of the wise from
seeing the hidden things of God —it is
their own ego, along with allowing
evil to reside within them; be it a
little habit here or there, or even a
larger habit, with outright sinning.

Likewise, 1 Corinthians 3:18-20 really
makes it clear, and even explains
both verses in which we are
guestioning their contrast to each
other: “Let no man deceive himself. If
any man among you seemeth to be
wise in this world, let him become a
fool, that he may be wise. For the
wisdom of this world is foolishness
with God. For it is written, He taketh
the wise in their own craftiness. And
again, The Lord knoweth the
thoughts of the wise, that they are
vain.” Many wise people are wise
regarding this world. They are wise
with their investments in the world,
but not wise in investing in souls for
Heaven. They are wise to get a good
deal, but are neglecting the greatest
deal of all, and that is the free gift of
salvation. Wisdom in this world is
foolishness. In fact, many wise
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people have vain thoughts often, be
it in keeping up with sports,
entertainment, or other distractions.
But not all of the wise are
condemned. It is recommended,
according to these verses in 1
Corinthians, to become a fool in this

world in order to become a wise
person before God.

So yes, the wise are to be instructed
as long as they give up the evil, the
ways of this world, the pride of their
own decision-making, etc.

[

Authorized KJV vs Catholic Bible

Jerry O’Donnell

If you are using anything but the KJV, you are using a Catholic influenced Bible, which
strategically twists and leaves out key words and verses so as to make even the ecu-
menical movement between religions outside of Christianity possible. And Ellen White
does identify not to use them for reliability: “Wycliffe's Bible had been translated from
the Latin text, which contained many errors.” {GC 245.1}. Latin is Catholic or which

most modern versions rely upon.

Are “For Ever”, “Always

VA ({f

, “Permanently”, Etc.

Just Synonyms?

In a general sense, they would be
considered synonyms and no big deal,
however, especially in an evangelistic
series or Bible study, when the term “for
ever” is encountered in Revelation 14:11,
it takes on a whole new meaning.
Revelation 14:11 states, “And the smoke
of their torment ascendeth up for ever
and ever”, and people not understanding
the word, “forever”, or the phrase, “for
ever and ever”, think that hell will burn
throughout eternity. A Bible teacher, or
evangelist, usually turns to 1 Samuel
1:22, which uses the same words:
Hannah “will bring him,” referring to
Samuel, “that he may appear before the
LORD, and there abide for ever”. Then 1
Samuel 1:28 is brought into the study: “I
have lent him to the LORD; as long as he
liveth he shall be lent to the LORD.” Then
the Bible teacher, or evangelist, will
make the statement that the term “for
ever” simply is a comparative term, and
depending on what it is compared to
determines the length of time. In this
case, it is Samuel's life span, and not
eternity. The same is brought out in

comparing Jonah 2:6, with Jonah 1:17,
revealing that “for ever” was simply
“three days and three nights”. The point
is, the Bible teacher, or evangelist, is
trying to have the student stop thinking
that “forever”, or “for ever”, always
means throughout eternity, when it does
not. But when the term “for ever” is
removed from 1 Samuel 1:22 and
replaced with what appears to be a
synonym in the modern translations, it
makes 1 Samuel 1:22 no longer a proof
text [one text which defines, or explains
another], undermining comparing
scripture with scripture for
understanding.

King James Version: 1 Samuel 1:22, “But
Hannah went not up; for she said unto
her husband, [I will not go up] until the
child be weaned, and [then] | will bring
him, that he may appear before the
LORD, and there abide for ever.”
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In Error:

Amplified Bible: But Hannah did not go
up, for she said to her husband, “I will
not go up until the child is weaned; and
then | will bring him, so that he may
appear before the LORD and remain
there as long as he lives.” [Although this
is the correct understanding, it still takes
away from the use of the word
“forever”.]

Berean Study Bible: but Hannah did not
go. “After the boy is weaned,” she said to
her husband, “I will take him to appear
before the LORD and to stay there
permanently.”

Brenton Septuagint Translation: But
Anna did not go up with him, for she said
to her husband, | will not go up until the
child goes up, when | have weaned him,
and he shall be presented before the
Lord, and he shall abide there
continually.

Catholic Public Domain Version: But
Hannah did not go up. For she said to her
husband, “l will not go, until the infant
has been weaned, and until | may lead
him, so that he may appear before the
sight of the Lord, and may remain always
there.”

Christian Standard Bible: Hannah did not
go and explained to her husband, “After
the child is weaned, I'll take him to
appear in the LORD’s presence and to
stay there permanently.”

Contemporary English Version: But
Hannah stayed home, because she had
told Elkanah, "Samuel and | won't go
until he's old enough for me to stop
nursing him. Then I'll give him to the
LORD, and he can stay there at Shiloh for
the rest of his life." [Although this is the
correct understanding, it still takes away
from the use of the word “forever”.]

Douay-Rheims Bible: But Anna went not

up: for she said to her husband: | will not
go till the child be weaned, and till | may

carry him, that he may appear before the
Lord, and may abide always there.

GOD'S WORD® Translation: But Hannah
didn't go. She told her husband, "I'll wait
until the boy is weaned. Then I'll bring

him and present him to the LORD, and
he'll stay there permanently."

Good News Translation: But this time
Hannah did not go. She told her husband,
"As soon as the child is weaned, | will
take him to the house of the LORD,
where he will stay all his life." [Although
this is the correct understanding, it still
takes away from the use of the word
“forever”.]

Holman Christian Standard Bible:
Hannah did not go and explained to her
husband, "After the child is weaned, I'll
take him to appear in the LORD's
presence and to stay there
permanently."

Literal Standard Version: And Hannah
has not gone up, for she said to her
husband, “Until the youth is weaned—
then | have brought him in, and he has
appeared before the face of YHWH, and
dwelt there for all time.”

NET Bible: but Hannah did not go up with
them. Instead she told her husband,
"Once the boy is weaned, | will bring him
and appear before the LORD, and he will
remain there from then on." [Although
this is the correct understanding, it still
takes away from the use of the word
“forever”.]

New American Standard Bible: But
Hannah did not go up, for she said to her
husband, “I will not go until the child is
weaned; then | will bring him, so that he
may appear before the LORD and stay
there for life.” [Although this is the
correct understanding, it still takes away
from the use of the word “forever”.]

New International Version: Hannah did
not go. She said to her husband, "After
the boy is weaned, | will take him and
present him before the LORD, and he will
live there always."

New Living Translation: But Hannah did
not go. She told her husband, “Wait until
the boy is weaned. Then | will take him to
the Tabernacle and leave him there with
the LORD permanently.”

Young's Literal Translation: And Hannah
hath not gone up, for she said to her
husband, 'Till the youth is weaned — then
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I have brought him in, and he hath
appeared before the face of Jehovah,
and dwelt there — unto the age.'

Correct, this time:

A Faithful Version: But Hannah did not
go up, for she said to her husband, "Until
the child is weaned, and then | will bring
him so that he may appear before the
LORD and stay there forever."

American Standard Version: But Hannah
went not up; for she said unto her
husband, | will not go up until the child
be weaned; and then I will bring him,
that he may appear before Jehovah, and
there abide for ever.

Bishops' Bible of 1568: Neuerthelesse,
Hanna wet not vp, but sayde vnto her
husband: | will tary vntill the lad be
weaned, and then | will bryng hym, that
he may appeare before the Lord, and
there abyde for euer.

Coverdale Bible of 1535: Anna wente not
vp, but sayde vnto hir husbande: (I wil
not go vp) tyll ye childe be weened: then
will | brynge him, that he maye appeare
before the LORDE, and cotynue there for
euer.

Darby Bible Translation: But Hannah did
not go up, for she said to her husband, [l
will wait] until the child is weaned; then
will | bring him, that he may appear
before Jehovah, and there abide for ever.

English Revised Version: But Hannah
went not up; for she said unto her
husband, | will not go up until the child
be weaned, and then | will bring him,
that he may appear before the LORD,
and there abide for ever.

English Standard Version: But Hannah
did not go up, for she said to her
husband, “As soon as the child is
weaned, | will bring him, so that he may
appear in the presence of the LORD and
dwell there forever.”

Geneva Bible of 1587: But Hannah went
not vp: for she sayd vnto her husband, |
will tarie vntill the childe be weined, then
I will bring him that hee may appeare

International Standard Version: Hannah
did not go up because she had told her
husband, "As soon as the child is
weaned, I'll take him to appear in the
LORD's presence and remain there
forever.

JPS Tanakh 1917: But Hannah went not
up; for she said unto her husband: 'Until
the child be weaned, when | will bring
him, that he may appear before the
LORD, and there abide for ever.'

Lamsa Bible: But Hannah did not go up;
for she said to her husband, | will wait
until the child is weaned, and then | will
bring him, that he may appear before the
LORD, and there abide forever.

New Heart English Bible: But Hannah did
not go up; for she said to her husband,
"Not until the child is weaned; then | will
bring him, that he may appear before the
LORD, and stay there forever."

New King James Version: But Hannah did
not go up, for she said to her husband,
“Not until the child is weaned; then | will
take him, that he may appear before the
LORD and remain there forever.”

Peshitta Holy Bible Translated: And
Hannah did not go up because she said
to her husband: “Until the boy is
weaned, and | will bring him and he will
appear before LORD JEHOVAH and he
shall dwell there forever”

Smith's Literal Translation: And Hannah
went not up; for she said to her husband,
Till the boy shall be weaned, and |
brought him, and he saw the face of
Jehovah, and he shall sit there even to
forever.

Webster's Bible Translation: But Hannah
went not up; for she said to her husband,
I will not go up until the child is weaned,
and then | will bring him, that he may
appear before the LORD, and there abide
for ever.

World English Bible: But Hannah didn't
go up; for she said to her husband, "Not
until the child is weaned; then | will bring
him, that he may appear before Yahweh,
and stay there forever."

; ANy
before the Lord, and there abide for
euer.
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Keep the Sabbath Holy

Jerry O’Donnell

Yes, we brought this topic back from the chopping block after finding a new approach
and a reader sharing their interest in the article.

An Important Topic to Discuss

Although this can be discussed any
time in the home, Sabbath is when
there should be undivided attention
to learning. Additionally, this quote is
not only for children, though it is
introduced that way, it is for all to
learn from.

“Pride, self-esteem, and boldness are
marked characteristics of the
children of this day; and they are the
curse of the age.... The most sacred
lessons of modesty and humility are
to be taught to the children, both at
home and in the Sabbath school” {CG
144.2}.

From the pulpit, much can be
observed, especially in the area of
modesty. In giving the benefit of the
doubt, clothing ignorance seems to

be rampant, careless, and correction
definitely unwanted, especially when
approaching God on His holy day in a
holy convocation. Showing cleavage
among the women of all ages and a
lot of leg exposure as well, is no
different than dancing around the
golden calf in the state of undress
during the time of Moses (Exodus
32).

But modesty is not just something for
the church service. Modesty is to be
practiced all week long.

Just because it is legal for a man to
remove his shirt, does not mean it is
pleasing to God. That includes tight-
fitting clothing that shows every
muscle and bicep, whether or not a
six pack below the ribs is present. No
one ought to be seeing a hairy chest,
either.
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As for women, the length of the
clothing, especially in the form of a
dress, is to be around mid-calf and
not mid-thigh! Form-fitting clothing
to show the shape of private areas is
alarmingly surprising to be found on
people getting prepared to meet
Jesus.

There is much more to modesty, but
the subject of this article is not so
much about the modesty as it is
about teaching modesty and humility
during Sabbath hours. Do not avoid
addressing it during Sabbath school.
And parents, do make sure the
children in the home are being raised
in the eyes of God as opposed to the
eyes of society. Parents have control
over the clothing in the home, but

make sure it is in the heart as well,
because many a young lady have left
the home one way, changed into
another way, and then changed back
into the expected, acceptable way to
return home. If it is not in the heart,
it will not be practiced once they
leave the nest, either.

And do not tread lightly on the
subject of humility. Pride is very
sneaky and comes in all forms,
especially when competition is
initiated.

Again, the Sabbath is a perfect time
to instill values. Make sure modesty
and humility are part of them.

Questions And Answers

Jerry O’Donnell

Allow at least three (3) months before your question may appear.

Question: Ellen White states, “I have
no faith in casting lots. We have in
the Bible a plain ‘Thus saith the Lord’
in regard to all church duties...” {2SM
328.5}, while Acts 1:26 says, “they
gave forth their lots; and the lot fell
upon Matthias; and he was
numbered with the eleven apostles.”
Is Ellen White condemning that which
is recorded in the Book of Acts?

Answer: In the full context of the
quote from the original source, Ellen
White also stated in the same letter,
“I would say to the members of the
church in Austin: Read your Bibles
with much prayer. Do not try to
humble others, but humble
yourselves before God, and deal
gently with one another. To cast lots
for the officers of the church is not in
God’s order. Let men of responsibility

be called upon to select the officers
of the church” {Lt37-1900}.

Now, when we read Acts 1:26, the
Bible states, “And they gave forth
their lots; and the lot fell upon
Matthias; and he was numbered with
the eleven apostles.” The use of the
phrase “they gave forth their lots” is
different than John 19:23-24, which
says, “Then the soldiers, when they
had crucified Jesus, took his
garments, and made four parts, to
every soldier a part; and also [his]
coat: now the coat was without
seam, woven from the top
throughout. They said therefore
among themselves, Let us not rend it,
but cast lots for it, whose it shall be:
that the scripture might be fulfilled,
which saith, They parted my raiment
among them, and for my vesture
they did cast lots. These things
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therefore the soldiers did.” The
soldiers were gambling using chance
to gain the prize of the coat without a
seam.

To “give forth a lot” is basically
casting a vote. After each person had
“secretly” cast their vote, they were
counted and the vote, or lot, ended
up being upon Matthais. Ellen White
said to “select the officers of the
church” and not be gambling for the
position, thinking that God was in the
process of the right number on dice
to appear, the right stone picked
from a bag, the right ... whatever, is
left to chance.

So, there is no contradiction between
Ellen White and the account in Acts.

Question: Since God set the sun,
moon, and stars to tell the days, does
that mean Thursday (or any day of
the week) actually starts at sunset?

Answer: God is not connected with
Sunday, Monday Tuesday,
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, or
Saturday. Those are man-made
creations and therefore, can be

recognized as a midnight-to-midnight
schedule.

God'’s days are first, second, third,
fourth, fifth, preparation, and
Sabbath. They start and end on
sunsets according to the book of
Genesis, mostly patterned in the first
chapter.

Question: When was the first animal
sacrifice?

Answer: Genesis 3:21 states, “Unto
Adam also and to his wife did the
LORD God make coats of skins, and
clothed them.” The question arises
about the source of the skins. God
did not just bring them into
existence. The animals were killed as
the first animal sacrifice. This is how
Adam knew to teach his children to
follow through with the practice, of
which Abel did (Genesis 4:4), but Cain
did not (Genesis 4:3).

Question: If the people populating
the earth were all descendants of
Adam and Eve and their children
having children, why are only three
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children specifically "known" of
Adam and Eve (Genesis 4:1, 2, 25)?

Answer: Looking at those three
verses, the Bible says, “And Adam
knew Eve his wife; and she
conceived, and bare Cain, and said, |
have gotten a man from the

LORD” (Genesis 4:1). “And she again
bare his brother Abel. And Abel was a
keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller
of the ground” (Genesis 4:2). “And
Adam knew his wife again; and she
bare a son, and called his name Seth:
For God, [said she], hath appointed
me another seed instead of Abel,
whom Cain slew” (Genesis 4:25).
Those are the only ones mentioned,
as you stated.

These are significant actors according
to the Genesis 4 account. Cain
represented the false worshippers
while Abel represented the true. Cain
committed the first murder (Genesis
4:8), while Seth, in all intents and
purposes, replaced Abel as the
faithful line (Genesis 4:26).

Seeing that Cain was afraid of
everyone and not just Seth, by
saying, “every one that findeth me
shall slay me” (Genesis 4:14), implies
a large number of people because if
it were just three, four, or five, that
Cain feared, then they would have
been named, as in an example of,
“Alma, Barty, and Chaunce, along
with Seth, seek to slay me.” Of
course, | made up the first three
names to prove the point. The fact
that “everyone” is referenced, means
that there are quite a number of
other people. Additionally, “Cain
knew his wife” (Genesis 4:17). She
had to come from some place. So,
Adam and Eve had many more
children than were named.

Now, the Bible is not in the habit of
glorifying the lost unless something
significant happened with them. Cain

slew Abel, therefore Cain was
mentioned. When Korah rose up
against Moses, that is significant. On
the other hand, the “two hundred
and fifty princes of the assembly,
famous in the congregation, men of
renown” (Numbers 16:2) that joined
Korah are not specifically named
because, despite being famous, did
not contribute enough to get a
mention by name.

We know Adam and Eve had many
more children based upon the
pattern of Genesis 5. “And the days
of Adam after he had begotten Seth
were eight hundred years: and he
begat sons and daughters” (Genesis
5:4). And that is the pattern for all
the descendants with only the godly
line being named, or when
something significant happened.

And so, Cain, probably marrying his
sister, along with multiple
descendants to populate the earth
are sadly and probably in a lost state,
as they “began to multiply on the
face of the earth, and daughters
were born unto them” (Genesis 6:1).
We know the vast majority of Adam
and Eve’s children and descendants
were lost at the time of the flood. All
but “eight souls” were destroyed (1
Peter 3:20).

Seth is significant, not only being on
the godly side, but beginning the
godly linage that led to Noah and the
ark.

So, the first five chapters of the Bible
are not to identify every human
being, but rather pointing out the
godly line, as well as only the lost
who played a significant role at that
time.

(AN
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Making It Plain

Jerry O’Donnell

How “Forever” Does and Does Not Mean “Eternity”

Confusion abounds when we see the
word “for ever” appearing in a verse
like Revelation 14:11, which says,
“And the smoke of their torment
ascendeth up for ever and ever”. We
know that such cannot be true
because Revelation 20:9 tells us that
“they went up on the breadth of the
earth, and compassed the camp of
the saints about, and the beloved
city: and fire came down from God
out of heaven, and devoured them”,
and Malachi 4:1, 3 says, “For, behold,
the day cometh, that shall burn as an
oven; and all the proud, yea, and all
that do wickedly, shall be stubble:
and the day that cometh shall burn
them up, saith the LORD of hosts,
that it shall leave them neither root
nor branch. And ye shall tread down
the wicked; for they shall be ashes
under the soles of your feet in the
day that | shall do [this], saith the
LORD of hosts.” The lost cannot burn
throughout eternity if they are
devoured and reduced to ashes.

More confusion reigns when we see
verses with the word “forever”, or
the words, “for ever”, applied to
those things that will last throughout
eternity: “We have heard out of the
law that Christ abideth for ever”
(John 12:34). And we are told, “Thy
throne, O God, [is] for ever and

ever” (Psalms 45:6). Both are eternal.

Even more confusion comes about
when we see a verse like, “For all the
land which thou seest, to thee will |
give it, and to thy seed for ever”
(Genesis 13:15), causing wars today
because people are believing that the
land of Israel belongs to the Jews as it
was promised to Abram. And another

verse of “Behold, | build an house to
the name of the LORD my God, to
dedicate [it] to him, [and] to burn
before him sweet incense, and for
the continual shewbread, and for the
burnt offerings morning and evening,
on the sabbaths, and on the new
moons, and on the solemn feasts of
the LORD our God. This [is an
ordinance] for ever to Israel” (2
Chronicles 2:4) making people think
we need to still be keeping the feast
days and floating sabbath days
despite being told that they “are a
shadow of things to come”
(Colossians 2:17).

Certainly, the words “for ever”
cannot be throughout eternity when
Samuel is not serving in the temple
anymore (compare 1 Samuel 1:22 to
1 Samuel 1:28) or Jonah who
declared to be in the stomach of the
sea creature for ever (compare Jonah
2:6 to Jonah 1:17).

The words “for ever” are a relative
term. Depending upon the context
determines the meaning just like the
word “tall”. The word “tall” does not
have a fixed height. We cannot say
that seven feet is tall. Yes, if we are
talking about a human, seven feet is
tall. If we are talking about the
distance between the floor and
ceiling in a house, not so much. And
definitely a giraffe of only seven feet
would not be considered tall among
its species. And do not forget about a
tree in which seven feet is not at all
that tall.

So, “for ever” when compared to
God’s law and Himself, does mean
eternal as God is eternal (1 Timothy
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1:17) and His commandments are as
well (Psalms 105:10).

All other objects are not eternal,
including Israel being a favored
nation still, which it is not (Matthew
21:43).

Also, we must remember when we
make a compound word out of two
separate words, meanings can be
drastically changed, or at least
challenging to understand. The word
'for' is a preposition which can take a
sentence in many different
directions. Think of "food is for
eating" (denoting purpose),
compared to "pound for

pound" (denoting comparative

measurement), compared to "l walk
for health" (denoting aim or reason),
compared to "my road is dirt and
gravel for one mile" (denoting
distance) .... You could fill up this
page with usage, and they all need to
be considered even with this one
little word and can change meaning
in a sentence easily and drastically.

Then there is the word 'ever', which
is actually an adverb which describes
action, mostly having to do with time
of various lengths, surprising to most
people because we were taught that
adverbs end in 'ly', but that is not
always the case.

B

Watchman, Let Him Declare What He Seeth

This section is not about revealing the apostasy and creating ill feeling towards the
conference. It is to make sure that no one is caught up in those that participate in the
apostasy. That is what it means to “Declare What | See” because God says, “When | say
unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest
to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked [man] shall
die in his iniquity; but his blood will | require at thine hand” (Ezekiel 3:18). We have
enough to worry about our own life; we do not need your (in general) blood to be on us

too.
May 29—Fulcrum 7

Collegedale Church Summer VBS
Mission Offers Yoga Sessions To Young
Girls

During our 8-week initiative we would
also like to offer 2 sessions of yoga by a
trained professional, snacks, a yoga mat
for each girl, and an ice cream outing for
the girls who complete the entire 8
weeks.

Bible: 2 Corinthians 6:14-16, “Be ye not
unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? and
what communion hath light with
darkness? And what concord hath Christ

with Belial? or what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel? And what
agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the living
God; as God hath said, | will dwell in
them, and walk in [them]; and | will be
their God, and they shall be my people.”

Comment: Yoga is a practice of eastern
religions and we ought not have anything
to do with such. It is a fool that thinks a
separation can be made between the
exercise and the religion, as according to
Livestrong.com, “Each pose is a doorway
to the mystical”, which will surely lead us
away from Christianity.

]
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News and Comments

May 19—Popular Mechanics

Scientists Found Footprints That Push
Humanity’s Timeline Back By 40 Million
Years

To treat evolution as fact when it keeps
changing and contradicting itself is not
science, but opinionated people with
degrees pushing their own thoughts. God
has been consistent from the beginning
and does not change (Malachi 3:6).
Creation week has always been the
same. Six days of creative work and the
seventh day as the Sabbath (Genesis 1
and 2:1-3). And mixing this account with
evolution is the same as mixing truth
with error.

May 19—BBC

Scientists in a race to discover why our
Universe exists

True Christians ought to be able to save
themselves a whole lot of money on
research and even win the race for the
solution. "When | consider thy heavens,
the work of thy fingers, the moon and
the stars, which thou hast ordained"
(Psalms 8:3). "In the beginning God
created the heaven and the earth"
(Genesis 1:1). That reference to "heaven'
is not regarding His home, but in any
case, the answer is simply, God — that is
why the universe exists.

May 25—Prevention

This Is How Walking Helps Digestion,
According to a Dietitian and Doctors

Ellen White, with a third grade
education, was ahead of today's doctors:

"But a short walk after a meal, with the
head erect and the shoulders back,
exercising moderately, is a great benefit.
The mind is diverted from self to the
beauties of nature. The less the attention
is called to the stomach, the better. If
you are in constant fear that your food
will hurt you, it most assuredly will.
Forget your troubles; think of something
cheerful" {CTBH 101.1}. It shows that she
was given more insight from God.

May 31, 2025—Futurism

Scientists Fear a Passing Star Could Fling
Earth Out of the Sun's Orbit, Into the
Frigid Expanse Beyond

If scientists would simply open the Bible,
they could prevent themselves from
experiencing such stress. Jesus turns this
planet inside out at the second coming,
therefore, nothing as they propose is
going to happen. There will be no ice age,
no burning ball, no runaway star or
asteroid, not even nuclear bombs, to
move the whole earth out of its place. "I
beheld the earth, and, lo, [it was]
without form, and void; and the heavens,
and they [had] no light. | beheld the
mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and
all the hills moved lightly. | beheld, and,
lo, [there was] no man, and all the birds
of the heavens were fled. | beheld, and,
lo, the fruitful place [was] a wilderness,
and all the cities thereof were broken
down at the presence of the LORD, [and]
by his fierce anger. For thus hath the
LORD said, The whole land shall be
desolate; yet will | not make a full

end" (Jeremiah 4:23-27).

NO REFUNDS, ESPECIALLY AS
CENSORING CONTINUES TO INCREASE

When this publication is shut down beyond our control, we will be unable to provide
any refunds. Rest assured that all funds are used in the most responsible ways
according to the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy.
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(Continued from page 2)

with debts.... Do not falter, be
discouraged, or turn back. Deny your
taste, deny the indulgence of
appetite, save your pence, and pay
your debts. Work them off as fast as
possible. When you can stand forth a
free man again, owing no man
anything, you will have achieved a
great victory” {AH 393.4,5}.

In these uncertain times where all
seems peaceful, we are kept on edge,
this debt-free attitude is certainly
wise advice, and if you find yourself
in any debt, you may want to
consider getting out of that debt as
quickly as possible.

On top of the uncertain times, we
know we are getting close to the
Sunday law, seven last plagues, and
the second coming. Things may
briefly appear as “Peace and safety;
then sudden destruction cometh
upon them” (1 Thessalonians 5:3).

Though our trust is in Jesus and we
should not live in “fear, and for
looking after those things which are
coming on the earth” (Luke 21:26),
we need to make sure we are not
contributing to future challenges.
While we are in this time of relative
peace, we ought to make sure we do
not give the enemy the upper hand in
future activities because we were not
watchful as we were told that we
ought to be (Matthew 26:41).

So, have you or will you commit to
owing no bank, no store, no anyone,
etc., anything?

[

Ellen White
Abbreviations
In this Issue

1SM -

Selected Messages Book 1

2SM -

Selected Messages Book 2

3BC -

SDA Bible Commentary Vol. 3

AH -

The Adventist Home

CG -
Child Guidance

CTBH -

Christian Temperance and
Bible Hygiene

EW -

Early Writings

GC -

The Great Controversy (1911)

Lt37-1900 -
Letter 37 1900

ST -

The Signs of the Times
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Natural Remedies

Reen Swindle

COMMENT: In these times we live in, even access to natural supplements will be-
come increasingly difficult to access, so we are going to try our best to use the most
natural means possible to deal with health situations.

Hydration
One of the best ways to stay healthy fatigue, dark colored urine, or less
is to stay hydrated, and one of the need for urination than usual. But
worst ways to determine if you you do not have to wait for the signs
need more water is to depend on — just be safe and smart, and
your feeling of thirst. By the time continually drink water throughout
you feel your mouth drying out, you every day, especially in the days of
are already well into dehydration. hotter weather.

Some signs of dehydration are
extreme thirst, confusion, dizziness,

B
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