Lesson 164 - Titles of God

This lesson will investigate several of the titles of God and even some of their meanings as revealed in
the Bible.

1. At the start of the Bible, what title did God earn? Genesis 1:1, 1 Peter 4:19

EGW: "Canst thou by searching find out God?" "In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth." The Lord existed before He purposed to create the world. He is "from everlasting." "Before
the mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from
everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God." {19MR 249.2}

2. What title is applied to both the Father and the Son showing rulership? Mark 12:36

EGW: (no comment)

3. In addition to being Lord of Lords, what other title does God have above all such rulers? Revelation
19:15-16

EGW: God has said, "Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets no harm." Men have borne false
witness against God's chosen ones. They have bruised their limbs with fetters, and burned them at
the stake. The Lord will avenge his children. In proportion as men have carried out the spirit and
purposes of Satan in causing pain to human beings, so will they suffer. Thus will they perish who
have done all in their power to compel men to transgress the law that God has commanded all to
obey. "I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse," John writes; "and he that sat upon him was
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. His eyes were as a flame
of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he
himself. And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.
And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white
and clean. And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and
he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the wine-press of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God. And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King of Kings, and Lord of



Lords." {RH, June 19, 1900 par. 6}

In addition to being Lord, what title places Jesus in a higher authority than human beings? John
13:13

EGW: Christ would have His disciples understand that although He had washed their feet, this did
not in the least detract from His dignity. "Ye call Me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so | am."
And being so infinitely superior, He imparted grace and significance to the service. No one was so
exalted as Christ, and yet He stooped to the humblest duty. That His people might not be misled by
the selfishness which dwells in the natural heart, and which strengthens by self-serving, Christ
Himself set the example of humility. He would not leave this great subject in man's charge. Of so
much consequence did He regard it, that He Himself, One equal with God, acted as servant to His
disciples. While they were contending for the highest place, He to whom every knee shall bow, He
whom the angels of glory count it honor to serve, bowed down to wash the feet of those who called
Him Lord. He washed the feet of His betrayer. {DA 649.3}

To show His humility, what title does He also carry? Philippians 2:5-7

EGW: While Lucifer counted it a thing to be grasped to be equal with God, Christ, the Exalted One,
"made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men: and being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross." Philippians 2:7, 8. Now the cross was just before Him; and
His own disciples were so filled with self-seeking--the very principle of Satan's kingdom--that they
could not enter into sympathy with their Lord, or even understand Him as He spoke of His
humiliation for them. {DA 436.1}

What title reveals His relationship with the human race? Matthew 26:64, Hebrews 2:16

EGW: By His life and His death, Christ has achieved even more than recovery from the ruin wrought
through sin. It was Satan's purpose to bring about an eternal separation between God and man; but
in Christ we become more closely united to God than if we had never fallen. In taking our nature, the
Saviour has bound Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be broken. Through the eternal ages



He is linked with us. "God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son." John 3:16. He
gave Him not only to bear our sins, and to die as our sacrifice; He gave Him to the fallen race. To
assure us of His immutable counsel of peace, God gave His only-begotten Son to become one of the
human family, forever to retain His human nature. This is the pledge that God will fulfill His word.
"Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder." God
has adopted human nature in the person of His Son, and has carried the same into the highest
heaven. It is the "Son of man" who shares the throne of the universe. It is the "Son of man" whose
name shall be called, "Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace." Isaiah 9:6. The | AM is the Daysman between God and humanity, laying His hand upon both.
He who is "holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners," is not ashamed to call us brethren.
Hebrews 7:26; 2:11. In Christ the family of earth and the family of heaven are bound together. Christ
glorified is our brother. Heaven is enshrined in humanity, and humanity is enfolded in the bosom of
Infinite Love. {DA 25.3}

7. What title reveals that He was not a mere man? John 9:35-37, Matthew 1:23

EGW: "Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" You are just as dependent upon Christ for all that you
receive as is the weakest, poorest, and humblest soul. "Dost thou believe on the Son of God?" A
mere speculative belief amounts to nothing. Do you believe on the Son of God as your personal
Saviour? Then if you believe with all your heart, God dwells in the soul, and the soul in God. You
represent Jesus. Those who are in positions of trust are on test and trial, to see if they will be wise
men in positions of trust, to reveal whether Christ is working in and through them, so that he can
represent his character and express himself in their words and actions toward his heritage, for whom
he has given his own precious life. He will not suffer those who are entrusted with responsibilities to
harm his children. He will punish all who are acting in his stead, if they suffer one to be hurt, bruised,
or discouraged, and become crippled in spirit or influence through the course they pursue, or if they
look with indifference on the wrong course of another who claims to believe the truth. He will surely
punish the one who misrepresents Christ in character, in words, in attitude. Every arbitrary exaction
of man toward his fellow man will react upon himself in double measure. Just in proportion as the
human agent is a partaker of the divine nature, he will be in sympathy with Christ. Jesus says, "A new
commandment | give unto you [that ye tolerate one another?--No], That ye love one another; as |
have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if
ye have love one to another." "This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as | have loved
you." {RH, May 26, 1896 par. 6}

8. What title goes along with King of Kings and Lord of Lords showing Jesus’ royalty? Daniel 8:25



EGW: In a vision of the night the divine Voice was again heard. "Fear not, Abram," were the words of
the Prince of princes; "l am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward." But his mind was so
oppressed by forebodings that he could not now grasp the promise with unquestioning confidence
as heretofore. He prayed for some tangible evidence that it would be fulfilled. And how was the
covenant promise to be realized, while the gift of a son was withheld? "What wilt thou give me," he
said, "seeing | go childless?" "And, lo, one born in my house is mine heir." He proposed to make his
trusty servant Eliezer his son by adoption, and the inheritor of his possessions. But he was assured
that a child of his own was to be his heir. Then he was led outside his tent, and told to look up to the
unnumbered stars glittering in the heavens; and as he did so, the words were spoken, "So shall thy
seed be." "Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness." Romans 4:3. {PP
136.3}

What title shows that there is no other foundation laid than what Jesus laid? 1 Corinthians 3:11,
Ephesians 2:20

EGW: In prophetic vision Isaiah was shown that this stone was a symbol of the Saviour of the world.
He says: "Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. And
he shall be for a sanctuary; but for a stone of stumbling and for a rock of offense to both the houses
of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And many among them shall
stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be taken." Carried down in prophetic vision to
the first advent, the prophet is shown that Christ is to bear trials and tests of which the treatment of
the chief corner-stone in the temple of Solomon is a symbol: "Therefore thus saith the Lord God,
Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure
foundation; he that believeth shall not make haste." {3SP 37.2}

God in infinite wisdom chose the foundation stone and laid it himself. He called it a "sure stone;" the
entire world may lay upon it their burdens and griefs, yet it can endure them all. They may build
upon this stone with perfect safety. Christ is a "tried stone," and never disappoints those who trust
in him. He has borne every test imposed upon him. He failed not in the wilderness of temptation
when he endured the pressure of Adam's guilt and that of his posterity. He came off more than
conqueror of the powers of evil. He has borne the burdens cast upon him by those who, falling upon
this rock, have been broken. In Christ their guilty hearts have found relief. Those who make Him their
foundation rest in perfect security. {3SP 38.1}

Christ is represented by the chief corner-stone. Jew and Gentile must build upon this foundation,
and their connection with Christ, this "precious stone" makes them living stones. Peter in the



10.

11.

12.

following figure clearly shows to whom Christ is a foundation stone and to whom a stone of
stumbling:-- {3SP 38.2}

What title, in addition to King of Kings and Lord of Lords, shows the highest authority? 1 Timothy
6:15

EGW: Let us not grieve the Spirit of God any more. Let us not show distrust of his word; for he alone
is to be depended on. He is "the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords." He
has a mighty arm; strong is his hand, and high is his right hand. He is a mighty God, who is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all we ask or think. He is wonderful in counsel, the only wise God. If he
is for us, who can be against us? "Trust ye in the Lord forever: for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting
strength." {YI, February 15, 1900 par. 12}

What title does Jesus have that gives us hope in that He will eventually grant to us? 1 Timothy 1:17,
Romans 2:7

EGW: "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life." No earthly ruler could show himself so jealous of his
honor, so interested in his subjects, so kind and tender to those who put their trust in him, as does
the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the Ruler high above all rule. He has strictly prohibited all sin,
and has strictly enjoined practical obedience. It is Satan who fills man's heart with a desire to do evil.
Those who follow him, the busy, incessant worker of evil, are not content with imperiling their own
souls. They present every inducement that they think will lead others to imperil their souls. If they
can not rule, they seek to ruin. A spirit of exasperation, of revenge and hatred, works in the children
of disobedience, as it worked in the first great rebel. He imbues his followers with every species of
malignity against those who can not be induced to join his ranks. Gaping prisons are open before
them. They are threatened with the chain-gang and the stocks. Thus men treat those who worship
God according to the dictates of their own conscience. Have they forgotten that as they judge and
punish, so they will be judged and punished? {RH, June 19, 1900 par. 5}

What title reveals that Jesus has a preexistence prior to being a human being? Exodus 3:14, Genesis
17:1, John 8:56-58



13.

14.

EGW: By His humanity, Christ touched humanity; by His divinity, He lays hold upon the throne of
God. As the Son of man, He gave us an example of obedience; as the Son of God, He gives us power
to obey. It was Christ who from the bush on Mount Horeb spoke to Moses saying, "I AM THAT | AM.
... Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, | AM hath sent me unto you." Exodus 3:14. This
was the pledge of Israel's deliverance. So when He came "in the likeness of men," He declared
Himself the | AM. The Child of Bethlehem, the meek and lowly Saviour, is God "manifest in the
flesh." 1 Timothy 3:16. And to us He says: "I AM the Good Shepherd." "I AM the living Bread." "I AM
the Way, the Truth, and the Life." "All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth." John 10:11;
6:51; 14:6; Matthew 28:18. | AM the assurance of every promise. | AM; be not afraid. "God with us"
is the surety of our deliverance from sin, the assurance of our power to obey the law of heaven. {DA
24.3}

What title reveals Jesus’ ability to give good guiding advice and can converse with us? Isaiah 9:6,
Jeremiah 32:19

EGW: Now, as never before, we need to understand the true science of education. If we fail to
understand this, we shall never have a place in the kingdom of God. "This is life eternal, that they
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou has sent." If this is the price of
heaven, shall not our education be given on these lines? Christ must be everything to us. "Unto us a
child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulders and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, the Prince of peace."
What foundation is here laid for the faith of those who shall live in all ages! When Christ ascended to
heaven, he ascended as our Advocate. We always have a Friend at court. And from on high Christ
sends his representative to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. The Holy Spirit gives the
divine anointing to all who receive Christ. {SpM 56.4}

What title reveals Jesus’ strength? Psalms 50:1

EGW: God has opened to us our strength, and we need to know something about it and be prepared
for the time of trouble such as never was since there was a nation. But here is our strength, Christ
our righteousness. Let us ask Isaiah who is to be our strength. Well, he answers, and it comes
echoing down along the lines to our time: "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the
mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace." (Isaiah 9:6.) Is not that enough for us?
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Cannot we cover ourselves all over with it? Do we need any of our own self esteem? No, we cannot
have that. We must hide in Christ, and we can hide in the mighty strength of Israel's God. Thus we
work to meet the powers of darkness. We fight not against flesh and blood, but against principalities
and power, and spiritual wickedness in high places. And it is only in Christ that we can meet them....
{6MR 9.2}

What title shows that nothing is impossible with Jesus? Matthew 19:26, Revelation 1:8

EGW: We are living in a time of world-wide apostasy; but the more wide-spread unbelief and
infidelity are, the more does the word of God shine forth as the truth to the believing soul; for in the
Bible the believer recognizes the voice of the Almighty. With what awe and reverence, with what
humiliation of soul, should we attempt the searching of the Scriptures, the word of the living God. At
this time the Lord has precious truth to open unto us. It is not new truth, but old, old truth, although
to the receiver it is new, grand, inspiring, and glorious truth. It has been rescued from the
companionship of error, and has been placed in the framework of truth. Long enough have the
Lord's precious words of truth been perverted to serve the purpose of the enemy. {RH, November
15, 1892 par. 2}

The law of the ten commandments, given in awful grandeur from Sinai, can never be repealed while
the heavens and the earth remain. All enlightened law and government had its origin in those ten
words of the Almighty. Those who speak slightingly of the moral code are blinded by sin, and are on
the side of the great rebel, who has ever been at war with the law of God which is the foundation of
his government in heaven and on earth. When God issues a proclamation that men are guiltless if
they cease to love him, to reverence his name, and to keep holy his Sabbath--then, and not till then
will the law of God be abrogated. {ST, March 7, 1878 par. 12}

What title shows that God is not a created being? Psalms 90:2, Isaiah 9:6

EGW: The humiliation of the man Christ Jesus is incomprehensible to the human mind; but His
divinity and His existence before the world was formed can never be doubted by those who believe
the Word of God. The apostle Paul speaks of our Mediator, the only-begotten Son of God, who in a
state of glory was in the form of God, the Commander of all the heavenly hosts, and who, when He
clothed His divinity with humanity, took upon Him the form of a servant. Isaiah declares: "Unto us a
child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
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Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth
even for ever" (Isaiah 9:6, 7). {1SM 243.2}

What title shows that Jesus is able to cause people to not have to stress during troublous times?
Philippians 4:7, John 14:27, Isaiah 9:6

EGW: We are to live only one day at a time. We do not have to do the work of a life-time in a few
hours. We need not look into the future with anxiety; for God has made it possible for us to be
overcomers every day, and he will give needed grace, that we may be conquerors. | am glad we have
only a day at a time in which to work. We should not undervalue its responsibilities, and devote it to
the service of the enemy. We should not spend it in arraying ourselves in fashionable attire, in
decorating our homes as if we were to be permanent dwellers upon the earth. We should employ its
moments in trading with our intrusted talents, in using our ability to glorify God, instead of glorifying
ourselves. Our whole study should be how we may win the approbation of God. If we are doing his
will, with an eye single to his glory, we shall be able to say, "'l know that my Redeemer liveth.'
Though heart and flesh should fail, Jesus lives to be my strength and my portion forever." One who is
ever faithful and true among those who are changeable and false, will be our stay, and will prosper
us in all we undertake. We shall find, as we seek to please God, that there is One who is working for
us, even He whose name is "Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The
Prince of peace." {RH, March 26, 1889 par. 5}

What title reveals that we can cling to Jesus in our time of need? Psalms 62:6

EGW: Then come to Jesus although you feel your unworthiness. The life of simple dependence upon
God is a daily lesson in knowing God and Jesus Christ whom He hath sent. "He that spared not his
own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?"
The voice of invitation is, "Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." To God, only to God, pour out the
sorrows, the great needs and troubles of your soul. He will help you. "My soul, wait thou only upon
God; for my expectation is from him. He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my defence; | shall
not be moved." (Psalms 62:5, 6) {PC 102.2}
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What title reveals His mission? 1 John 4:14

EGW: It is those who by faith follow Jesus in the great work of the atonement who receive the
benefits of His mediation in their behalf, while those who reject the light which brings to view this
work of ministration are not benefited thereby. The Jews who rejected the light given at Christ's first
advent, and refused to believe on Him as the Saviour of the world, could not receive pardon through
Him. When Jesus at His ascension entered by His own blood into the heavenly sanctuary to shed
upon His disciples the blessings of His mediation, the Jews were left in total darkness to continue
their useless sacrifices and offerings. The ministration of types and shadows had ceased. That door
by which men had formerly found access to God was no longer open. The Jews had refused to seek
Him in the only way whereby He could then be found, through the ministration in the sanctuary in
heaven. Therefore they found no communion with God. To them the door was shut. They had no
knowledge of Christ as the true sacrifice and the only mediator before God; hence they could not
receive the benefits of His mediation. {GC 430.2}

What title reveals His success in the mission? Isaiah 59:20, Isaiah 48:17

EGW: Transported with joy, he beholds the trees that were once his delight--the very trees whose
fruit he himself had gathered in the days of his innocence and joy. He sees the vines that his own
hands have trained, the very flowers that he once loved to care for. His mind grasps the reality of the
scene; he comprehends that this is indeed Eden restored, more lovely now than when he was
banished from it. The Saviour leads him to the tree of life and plucks the glorious fruit and bids him
eat. He looks about him and beholds a multitude of his family redeemed, standing in the Paradise of
God. Then he casts his glittering crown at the feet of Jesus and, falling upon His breast, embraces the
Redeemer. He touches the golden harp, and the vaults of heaven echo the triumphant song:
"Worthy, worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and lives again!" The family of Adam take up the
strain and cast their crowns at the Saviour's feet as they bow before Him in adoration. {GC 648.1}

What title does Jesus hold that reveals we are answerable to Him for what we have done in our
lives? Acts 10:42

EGW: Then since the Lord is working through his own divine agency upon the hearts of those whom
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23.

we would term hopeless subjects, let not man be officious, let him stand out of the way of God's
work; for his word that goeth forth from his mouth, will accomplish its appointed work, and prosper
in the thing whereunto it is sent. Let not man set himself up as judge of his brethren; for God "hath
appointed a day in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath
ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead."
"And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of
God to be the Judge of quick and dead." "But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set
at naught thy brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment-seat of Christ. For it is written, As |
live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then
every one of us shall give account of himself to God. Let us not therefore judge one another any
more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumbling-block or an occasion to fall in his brother's
way." "For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son. . .. For as the
Father hath life in himself, so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; and hath given him
authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man." {RH, January 3, 1893 par. 5}

What title reveals Jesus other role when our name comes up in the judgment that should give us
encouragement? 1 John 2:1

EGW: Jesus will appear as their advocate, to plead in their behalf before God. "If any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." 1 John 2:1. "For Christ is not entered
into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now
to appear in the presence of God for us." "Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them." Hebrews 9:24;
7:25.{GC 482.4}

What title did Jesus take on as soon as Adam and Eve sinned so they would not be destroyed?
1 Timothy 2:5

EGW: We must have a higher sense of the work and claims of God upon us than did the Pharisees. It
is for our present and eternal interests to make friends with Jesus. We need him in every trial and
perplexity of life. We should have living faith in him,--faith to trust him as a little child trusts its
earthly parents. He invites us to come to him. Let us tell him all about our troubles and our sins, and
he will know just what to do in our case. We have a great High Priest to whom we may come boldly;
we have a Mediator in the heavens. "For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus: who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time." 1 Timothy 2:5,
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6. {RH, May 7, 1889 par. 5

What title does Jesus have that we can take our physical and spiritual ailments to Him? Luke 4:23,
Ezekiel 36:26, Mark 10:52

EGW: None but a Christian physician can discharge to God's acceptance the duties of his profession.
In a work so sacred, no place should be given to selfish plans and interests. Every ambition, every
motive, should be subordinate to the interest of that life which measures with the life of God. In all
your business, let the claim of Jesus, the world's Redeemer, be recognized; let His example be
copied. What the physician attempts to do, Christ can accomplish. They strive to prolong life; He is
the Life-giver. Jesus, the Mighty Healer, is Physician in chief. All physicians are under one Master, and
blessed indeed is every physician who has learned from his Lord to watch for souls while with all his
professional skill he works to heal the bodies of the suffering sick.--Letter 26, 1889. {MM 12.4}

What title reveals Jesus’ guidance, care, and love? John 10:11-16

EGW: Christ applied these prophecies to Himself, and He showed the contrast between His own
character and that of the leaders in Israel. The Pharisees had just driven one from the fold, because
he dared to bear witness to the power of Christ. They had cut off a soul whom the True Shepherd
was drawing to Himself. In this they had shown themselves ignorant of the work committed to them,
and unworthy of their trust as shepherds of the flock. Jesus now set before them the contrast
between them and the Good Shepherd, and He pointed to Himself as the real keeper of the Lord's
flock. Before doing this, however, He speaks of Himself under another figure. {DA 477.1}

What title reveals that despite things closing in upon us, we will be pulled from its effects and not
lose our salvation? Psalms 18:2, Romans 11:26

EGW: Jesus had seen these messengers as they left John, and he was prepared to answer them. He
wrought as only God could for those who were afflicted and suffering, and under the cruel power of
the destroyer. He who was seeking to deliver manifested his mighty power, and wrought wonderful
miracles. The voice of the mighty Healer penetrated the deaf ear; a word, a touch of his hand
opened the blind eyes to behold the light of day, the scenes of nature, the faces of friends, and the



face of the Deliverer. Jesus rebuked disease and banished fever. His voice reached the ears of those
who were dying, and they arose and became strong. Paralyzed demoniacs obeyed his voice, and
their madness left them, and they worshiped him. All this was witnessed by the disciples of John,
and they bore back to John the report of Christ's marvelous works. This report was as heaven's light
flashing in amid the darkness of the prison. John accepted and appreciated this light. {ST, May 29,
1893 par. 2}



