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1. What did Jesus promise? John 14:1-3 

  

 

 

EGW: Christ's favorite theme was the paternal tenderness and abundant grace of God; He dwelt much 

upon the holiness of His character and His law; He presented Himself to the people as the Way, the 

Truth, and the Life. Let these be the themes of Christ's ministers. Present the truth as it is in Jesus. Make 

plain the requirements of the law and the gospel. Tell the people of Christ's life of self-denial and 

sacrifice; of His humiliation and death; of His resurrection and ascension; of His intercession for them in 

the courts of God; of His promise, "I will come again, and receive you unto Myself." John 14:3.  {COL 

40.2} 

 

2. In what manner will He come again? Acts 1:9-11 

 

 

 

EGW: While the disciples were still gazing upward, voices addressed them which sounded like richest 

music. They turned, and saw two angels in the form of men, who spoke to them, saying, "Ye men of 

Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 

shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven."  {DA 831.1}   

     These angels were of the company that had been waiting in a shining cloud to escort Jesus to His 

heavenly home. The most exalted of the angel throng, they were the two who had come to the tomb at 

Christ's resurrection, and they had been with Him throughout His life on earth. With eager desire all 

heaven had waited for the end of His tarrying in a world marred by the curse of sin. The time had now 

come for the heavenly universe to receive their King. Did not the two angels long to join the throng that 

welcomed Jesus? But in sympathy and love for those whom He had left, they waited to give them 

comfort. "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 

salvation?" Hebrews 1:14.  {DA 832.1}   

     Christ had ascended to heaven in the form of humanity. The disciples had beheld the cloud receive 

Him. The same Jesus who had walked and talked and prayed with them; who had broken bread with 

them; who had been with them in their boats on the lake; and who had that very day toiled with them 

up the ascent of Olivet,--the same Jesus had now gone to share His Father's throne. And the angels had 

assured them that the very One whom they had seen go up into heaven, would come again even as He 

had ascended. {DA 832.2} 

 

3. Who shall witness this event? Revelation 1:7 
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EGW: "Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him; 

and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him." Whether we be saved or lost, we shall sometime 

see the Saviour as he is, in all His glory, and shall understand His character. At His second coming, 

conviction will be brought to every heart. Those who have turned from Him to the trivial things of this 

earth, seeking selfish interests and worldly honor, will in the day of His coming acknowledge their 

mistake. These are the ones spoken of by the Revelator as "all kindreds of the earth," who "shall wail 

because of Him." Let us not be content to be numbered among the "kindreds of the earth." 

Remembering that our citizenship is in heaven, let us lay hold on the hope set before us in the Gospel.  

{ST, January 28, 1903 par. 7} 

 

4. Who are part of “they [also] which pierced him”? Matthew 26:63-64 

 

 

 

EGW: "And they also which pierced Him." These words apply not only to the men who pierced Christ 

when He hung on the cross of Calvary, but to those who by evil-speaking and wrong-doing are piercing 

Him today. Daily He suffers the agonies of the crucifixion. Daily men and women are piercing Him by 

dishonoring Him, by refusing to do His will.  {ST, January 28, 1903 par. 8}  

     The Lord desires us to be men and women in Christ Jesus. Our natural dispositions are to be softened 

and subdued by His grace. Then we shall not be continually crucifying Him afresh. Our Saviour lived on 

this earth a perfect life. He is our Example. If we now follow Him, doing His will in all things, we shall in 

the world to come live with Him forever. Let us keep Him constantly in view. It should be our life-

purpose to glorify Christ. This is the great purpose that has inspired Christians in every age. It is by 

cherishing this purpose that we make sure of eternal salvation. Let us learn to know Him whom to know 

aright is peace and joy and life everlasting.  {ST, January 28, 1903 par. 9} 

The very ones who placed upon Him the purple robe, and put the crown of thorns upon His brow, and 

those who put the nails through His hands and feet, look upon Him and bewail. And this is the very sign 

of the coming of the Son of man. . . .  {9MR 252.1} 

 

5. How do we know that the second coming does not set up an earthly kingdom? 1 Thessalonians 4:16-

17 
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EGW: The righteous dead will come forth from their graves, and those who are alive will be caught up 

with them to meet the Lord in the air. They will hear the voice of Jesus, sweeter than any music that 

ever fell on mortal ear, saying to them, Your warfare is accomplished. "Come, ye blessed of My Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world." Matthew 25:34.  {AA 34.1} 

 

6. What happens to the living saints when Jesus comes? 1 Corinthians 15:51-53 

 

 

 

EGW: Elijah, who had been translated to heaven without seeing death, represented those who will be 

living upon the earth at Christ's second coming, and who will be "changed, in a moment, in the twinkling 

of an eye, at the last trump;" when "this mortal must put on immortality," and "this corruptible must put 

on incorruption." 1 Corinthians 15:51-53. Jesus was clothed with the light of heaven, as He will appear 

when He shall come "the second time without sin unto salvation." For He will come "in the glory of His 

Father with the holy angels." Hebrews 9:28; Mark 8:38. {DA 421.4} 

 

7. Once we are caught up in the cloud to be with Jesus, where doe He take us? [Many believe Jesus 

establishes a 1,000-year reign on earth] John 14:3 

 

 

 

EGW: "Jesus has gone to prepare mansions for us. He said: 'Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 

God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told 

you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 

receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.' John 14:1-3. It is these mansions that I 

am looking to; it is not the earthly mansions here, for erelong they are to be shaken down by the mighty 

earthquake; but those heavenly mansions that Christ has gone to prepare for the faithful.  {LS 293.3}   

     "We have no home here; we are only pilgrims and strangers, passing to a better country, even a 

heavenly. Place your mind upon these things, and while you are doing this, Christ will be right by your 

side. May God help us to win the precious boon of eternal life."  {LS 293.4} 

 

8. How will the lost receive Jesus at His coming? Revelation 6:15-17 
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EGW: In view of the great day of God, we can see that our only safety will be found in departing from all 

sin and iniquity. Those who continue in sin will be found among the condemned and perishing. John saw 

the fate of those who choose the path of transgression: "And the kings of the earth, and the great men, 

and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, 

hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; and said to the mountains and rocks, Fall 

on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for 

the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?"  {ST, June 20, 1895 par. 4}   

     A terrible doom awaits the sinner, and therefore it is necessary that we know what sin is, in order 

that we may escape from its power. John says, "Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law; 

for sin is the transgression of the law." Here we have the true definition of sin; it is "the transgression of 

the law." How often the sinner is urged to leave his sins, and come to Jesus; but has the messenger who 

would lead him to Christ clearly pointed out the way? Has he clearly pointed out the fact that "sin is the 

transgression of the law," and that he must repent, and forsake the breaking of God's commandments? 

Christ will come to consume the false prophet, to sweep away the hosts of apostasy, to take vengeance 

on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of God; and it is of the highest importance to 

each one of us that we know the conditions by which we shall escape the sinner's doom. It is of the 

greatest moment that we understand the nature of our fall and the consequences of transgression. 

Man's conscience has become hardened by sin, and his understanding darkened by transgression, and 

his judgment has become confused as to what is sin. He has become benumbed by the influence of 

iniquity, and it is essential that his conscience be aroused to understand that sin is the transgression of 

God's holy law. He who does not obey the commandments of God is a sinner in the sight of God.  {ST, 

June 20, 1895 par. 5} 

 

9. What is the fate of those trying to hide? Revelation 19:17-18, 21 

 

 

 

EGW: And on His vesture and on His thigh a name will be written, "King of kings, and Lord of lords." 

Revelation 19:16. Those who mocked and smote Him will be there. The priests and rulers will behold 

again the scene in the judgment hall. Every circumstance will appear before them, as if written in letters 

of fire. Then those who prayed, "His blood be on us, and on our children," will receive the answer to 

their prayer. Then the whole world will know and understand. They will realize who and what they, 

poor, feeble, finite beings, have been warring against. In awful agony and horror they will cry to the 

mountains and rocks, "Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from 

the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?" 

Revelation 6:16, 17.  {DA 739.3}   
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10. How will the saved receive Jesus at His Coming? Isaiah 25:9 

 

 

 

EGW: When Christ comes in the clouds of heaven only two classes, the obedient and the disobedient, 

will meet him. And only those who, having had the light upon God's requirements, have been obedient 

to him, can meet him with joy. Those who have persisted in a course of disobedience, will flee in terror, 

hiding in the dens of the mountains, and saying to the rocks and the mountains, "Fall on us, and hide us 

from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb." But those who have 

honored God by their obedience, will look up, and say, "Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and 

he will save us; this is the Lord, we have waited for him; we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation." {ST, 

February 11, 1897 par. 16}   

 

11. How do we know that Jesus does not show up quietly? Psalms 50:3-4 

 

 

 

EGW: When the divine Presence was manifested upon Sinai, the glory of the Lord was like devouring fire 

in the sight of all Israel. But when Christ shall come in glory with His holy angels the whole earth shall be 

ablaze with the terrible light of His presence. "Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall 

devour before Him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about Him. He shall call to the heavens from 

above, and to the earth, that He may judge His people." Psalm 50:3, 4. {PP 339.2} 

 

12. What shall that fire that devours do? 2 Peter 3:10-12 

 

 

 

EGW: A fiery stream shall issue and come forth from before Him, which shall cause the elements to melt 

with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are therein shall be burned up. "The Lord Jesus 

shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 

know not God, and that obey not the gospel." 2 Thessalonians 1:7, 8.  {PP 339.2} 

 

13. What else happens on this planet when Jesus returns? Revelation 16:20 
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EGW: Greater wonders than have yet been seen will be witnessed by those upon the earth a short 

period previous to the coming of Christ. "And I will show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the 

earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke." "And there were voices, and thunders, and 

lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty 

an earthquake, and so great." "And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. And 

there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent; and men 

blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great."  {1SP 

84.2}   

     The bowels of the earth were the Lord's arsenal, from which he drew forth the weapons he employed 

in the destruction of the old world. Waters in the bowels of the earth gushed forth, and united with the 

waters from heaven, to accomplish the work of destruction. Since the flood, God has used both water 

and fire in the earth as his agents to destroy wicked cities.  {1SP 84.3}   

     In the day of the Lord, just before the coming of Christ, God will send lightnings from heaven in his 

wrath, which will unite with fire in the earth. The mountains will burn like a furnace, and will pour forth 

terrible streams of lava, destroying gardens and fields, villages and cities; and as they pour their melted 

ore, rocks and heated mud, into the rivers, will cause them to boil like a pot, and send forth massive 

rocks, and scatter their broken fragments upon the land with indescribable violence. Whole rivers will be 

dried up. The earth will be convulsed, and there will be dreadful eruptions and earthquakes everywhere. 

God will plague the wicked inhabitants of the earth until they are destroyed from off it. The saints are 

preserved in the earth in the midst of these dreadful commotions, as Noah was preserved in the ark at 

the time of the flood.  {1SP 84.4}   

 

14. What dual appearance will Jesus have? Isaiah 35:4, Isaiah 61:2, Isaiah 63:4, Isaiah 66:5 

 

 

 

EGW: The day of wrath to the enemies of God is the day of final deliverance to his church. The prophet 

declares:--  {RH, July 1, 1915 par. 14}   

     "Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, 

Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompense; he will 

come and save you." Isaiah 35:3, 4.  {RH, July 1, 1915 par. 15} 

 

15. How do we know that many Christians shall be lost? Matthew 7:22-23 
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EGW: There are many who hear the sayings of Christ, but do them not. They make a profession, but 

their fruits are such as to disgust unbelievers. They are boastful, and pray and talk in a self-righteous 

manner, exalting themselves, recounting their good deeds, and, like the Pharisee, virtually thanking God 

that they are not as other men. Yet these very ones are crafty, and overreach in business deal. Their 

fruits are not good. Their words and acts are wrong, and yet they seem to be blinded to their destitute, 

wretched condition.  {1T 416.1}   

     I was shown that the following scripture is applicable to those who are under such a deception: "Not 

everyone that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 

will of My Father which is in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have not we 

prophesied in Thy name? and in Thy name have cast out devils? and in Thy name done many wonderful 

works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity."  {1T 

416.2}   

     Here is the greatest deception that can affect the human mind; these persons believe that they are 

right when they are wrong. They think that they are doing a great work in their religious life, but Jesus 

finally tears off their self-righteous covering and vividly presents before them the true picture of 

themselves in all their wrongs and deformity of religious character. They are found wanting when it is 

forever too late to have their wants supplied. God has provided means to correct the erring: yet if those 

who err, choose to follow their own judgment, and despise the means which He has ordained to correct 

them and unite them upon the truth, they will be brought into the position described by the words of 

our Lord quoted above.  {1T 417.1}   

     God is bringing out a people and preparing them to stand as one, united, to speak the same things, 

and thus carry out the prayer of Christ for His disciples. "Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also 

which shall believe on Me through their word; that they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I 

in Thee, that they also may be one in Us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me."  {1T 

417.2} 

 

16. What two false theories we are warned against regarding the second coming? Matthew 24:26 

 

 

 

EGW: And, furthermore, Satan is not permitted to counterfeit the manner of Christ's advent. The 

Saviour has warned His people against deception upon this point, and has clearly foretold the manner of 

His second coming. "There shall arise false christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and 

wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. . . . Wherefore if they shall 

say unto you, Behold, He is in the desert; go not forth; behold, He is in the secret chambers; believe it 

not. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the 
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coming of the Son of man be." Matthew 24:24-27, 31; 25:31; Revelation 1:7; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17. 

This coming there is no possibility of counterfeiting. It will be universally known—witnessed by the 

whole world. {GC88 625.1} 

 

17. What does Jesus immediately say that discredits the secret rapture theory? Matthew 24:27 

 

 

 

EGW: Now, in unmistakable language, our Lord speaks of His second coming, and He gives warning of 

dangers to precede His advent to the world. "If any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; 

believe it not. For there shall arise false christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and 

wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you 

before. Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, He is in the desert; go not forth: behold, He is in 

the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto 

the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be." As one of the signs of Jerusalem's destruction, 

Christ had said, "Many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many." False prophets did rise, 

deceiving the people, and leading great numbers into the desert. Magicians and sorcerers, claiming 

miraculous power, drew the people after them into the mountain solitudes. But this prophecy was 

spoken also for the last days. This sign is given as a sign of the second advent. Even now false christs and 

false prophets are showing signs and wonders to seduce His disciples. Do we not hear the cry, "Behold, 

He is in the desert"? Have not thousands gone forth into the desert, hoping to find Christ? And from 

thousands of gatherings where men profess to hold communion with departed spirits is not the call now 

heard, "Behold, He is in the secret chambers"? This is the very claim that spiritism puts forth. But what 

says Christ? "Believe it not. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west; 

so shall also the coming of the Son of man be."  {DA 631.1} 

 

18. What is used to announce the arrival of Jesus? Matthew 24:31, 1 Thessalonians 4:16 

 

 

 

EGW: Miller found the literal, personal coming of Christ to be plainly taught in the Scriptures. Says Paul, 

“The Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 

trump of God.” [1 Thessalonians 4:16.] And the Saviour declares: “They shall see the Son of man coming 

in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” “For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and 

shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.” [Matthew 24:30, 27.] He is 

to be accompanied by all the hosts of Heaven. “The Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy 

angels with him.” “And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather 

together his elect.” [Matthew 25:31; 24:31.]  {GC88 321.2} 
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19. How does “that wicked” get destroyed when Jesus appears? 2 Thessalonians 2:8 

 

 

 

EGW: Through the Papacy he has manifested his character, and brought out the principles of his 

government. Of this power the apostle Paul says: "Let no man deceive you by any means; for that day 

shall not come, except there come a falling a way first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 

perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshiped; so that 

he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. . . . For the mystery of iniquity 

doth already work. . . . Shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 

mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming, even him, whose coming is after the working 

of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in 

them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this 

cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie; that they all might be damned 

who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness."  {ST, May 28, 1894 par. 10} 

 

20. What is the reason that the wicked, practicing sinners, are destroyed? Hebrews 9:28 

 

 

 

EGW: Oh, what a lesson is this wonderful story of Bethlehem! How it rebukes our unbelief, our pride 

and self-sufficiency. How it warns us to beware, lest by our criminal indifference we also fail to discern 

the signs of the times, and therefore know not the day of our visitation. It is "unto them that look for 

him" that Christ is to "appear the second time without sin unto salvation." [Hebrews 9:28.]  {4SP 199.1}  

     Jesus sends his people a message of warning to prepare them for his coming. To the prophet John 

was made known the closing work in the great plan of man's redemption. He beheld an angel flying "in 

the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to 

every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to 

him; for the hour of his Judgment is come; and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, 

and the fountains of waters." [Revelation 14:6, 7.]  {4SP 199.2}  

     The angel represented in prophecy as delivering this message, symbolizes a class of faithful men, 

who, obedient to the promptings of God's Spirit and the teachings of his word, proclaim this warning to 

the inhabitants of earth. This message was not to be committed to the religious leaders of the people. 

They had failed to preserve their connection with God, and had refused the light from Heaven; therefore 

they were not of the number described by the apostle Paul: "But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that 
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that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day; we 

are not of the night nor of darkness." [1 Thessalonians 5:4, 5.]  {4SP 199.3} 

 

21. Why are the saved not destroyed? 1 Thessalonians 5:23, 1 John 1:9, Jude 24 

 

 

 

EGW: The sanctification set forth in the Scriptures embraces the entire being,—spirit, soul, and body. 

Paul prayed for the Thessalonians, that their “whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless 

unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” [1 Thessalonians 5:23.] Again he writes to believers, “I 

beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 

holy, acceptable unto God.” [Romans 12:1.] In the time of ancient Israel, every offering brought as a 

sacrifice to God was carefully examined. If any defect was discovered in the animal presented, it was 

refused; for God had commanded that the offering be “without blemish.” So Christians are bidden to 

present their bodies, “a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God.” In order to do this, all their powers 

must be preserved in the best possible condition. Every practice that weakens physical or mental 

strength unfits man for the service of his Creator. And will God be pleased with anything less than the 

best we can offer? Said Christ, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart.” Those who do love 

God with all the heart, will desire to give him the best service of their life, and they will be constantly 

seeking to bring every power of their being into harmony with the laws that will promote their ability to 

do his will. They will not, by the indulgence of appetite or passion, enfeeble or defile the offering which 

they present to their heavenly Father.  {GC88 473.2} 

 


